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Getting Acquainted with 
Christmas Books 


One week before Christmas 1944, the 
boys and girls the sixth grade the Uni- 
versity Laboratory School Louisiana State 
University were given opportunity 
spend part each day reading Christmas 
books from their Library. Before the books 
were placed the reserve shelf for all the 
children the Laboratory School the teacher 
requested the librarian allow her select 
and keep number them the sixth grade 
room order let her pupils become ac- 
quainted with least the titles, authors, illus- 
trators, and the format some the books 
the collection. The children made good use 
the books while they were their room. 


After discussing the best way become 
acquainted with the books was decided that 
each pupil would annotate least one book 
and doing make class record which 
would and the teacher something 
about the books and where find certain 
Christmas book, story, poem, play, party 
suggestion. 


The children’s annotations few the 
books help show what extent the chil- 
dren get acquainted with them: 


Alden, Raymond MacDonald, the 
Chimes Rang. Doubleday, 1906. 

Why the Chimes Rang the famous story 
about Pedro and his little brother who, 
unselfish deed, made the bells ring which had 
not been heard for many years. Even the 
mighty king gave his royal crown hoping 
make the bells sound. But the bells were not 
heard until Pedro’s little brother crept the 
altar give Pedro’s little piece silver. 

Sally Johnson. 


Bartusek, Libushka, Happy Times Czecho- 

slovakia, Alfred Knopf, 1940. 

The chapters about Christmas are pages 
47-55. The book beautifully illustrated 
Yarka Bures. “Saint Nicholas” about 
little boy who writes the good Saint. 
interesting part where angel came and 


professor education, University Labora- 
tory School, Louisiana State University. 
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took down what wanted for Christmas 
small book. Child Born” about how 
the Czechs church and celebrate the 
birth the Christ Child. 


Breen, Mary, The Children’s Party Book. 

Doubleday, 1941. 

The Children’s Party Book contains sug- 
gestions for different kinds parties. The 
pages about Christmas are from 66. 

Ella Louise Toler 
Carlson, Bernice, The Junior Party Book. 

Cokesbury Press, 1939. 

The Junior Party Book tells about 
Christmas invitation. tells you how 
decorate trees, what best for Christmas 
refreshments, and there are directions for 
playing games. very good and useful. 

Anne Miller 
Cavanah, Frances, Told Under the 

mas Tree. Grosset and Dunlap, 1944. 

This book contains the poem, Night 
Before Christmas.” There are twenty-three 
stories this book. The stories like best are, 
“Pegasus and the Star” and “Mrs. Goose’s 
Wild Christmas.” The book has one two 
poems placed between every two three 
stories, making total seven poems. think 
both boys and girls would like this book. 

Don Bernard Grossman 
Comfort, Mildred Peter and 
Nancy Beckly-Cardy Co., 1935. 

The last chapter this book called, 
Best Home.” Peter and Nancy 
come home the United States celebrate 
Christmas. Hamilton Richardson 


Farjeon, Eleanor, Come Christmas. Stokes, 
1921. 
Come Christmas book Christmas 
poems. This book illustrated Rachel 
Field. Read: Christmas Lullaby,” 


“Cradle-song for Christmas,” and many others. 
Ella Louise Toler 
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Farjeon, Eleanor, Ten Saints. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 1936. 

This book tells about ten saints. You will 
find something about Saint Nicholas pages 
89-96 and poem about him page 97. 

John Burton 
Field, Rachel, All Through the Night. Mac- 

millan, 1940. 

All Through the Night story about 
when Jesus born. The animals the 
stable tell about it. the end when Mary, 
Joseph, and the Christ Child leave the inn the 
little watchdog went with them. 

Anne Miller 
Harper, Wilhelmina, Merry Christmas 

You. Dutton, 

This book has many good stories it. 
like the Woods.” was about 
some animals who had their Christmas, too. 

William Norris 
Jones, Mary Alice, Tell about God. Rand 

McNally, 1943. 

Tell about God story about little 
boy who wanted know about God. All 
through the book asked his mother about 
God. was told the answers his many 
questions. Anne Miller 


Jones, Mary Alice, Tell abowt God. Rand 

McNally, 1943. 

This book tells about things that God 
does for us. not about Christmas, but 
gives you good, Christian feeling. The 
print rather large and easy read. 
beautifully illustrated color, Pelagie 
Doane. Millie Lucas 


Lyman, Rollo and others, Life 
and Literature, Volume Four. Scribner. 
“The Cratchits’ Christmas Dinner,” 

Charles Dickens, old favorite, this 

book. are three other Christmas stories. 

Merry Christmas” Helen Keller tells 

about Christmas home for blind children. 

Times the Old Plantation,” 


Susan Dabney Smedes, tells Christmas 
plantation. “Christmas the Old South,” 
tells how Christmas was celebrated before the 
war between the states. 

James 


Morrow, Elizabeth, Pint Judgment. 

Alfred Knopf, 1939. 

This small book five three and three- 
fourths inches. has quite few illustrations 
which make interesting. The story tells 
about the Tucker family getting ready for 
Christmas and how this happy family spent 
their Christmas. 

Millie Lucas 


Petersham, Maud and Miska, Jesus’ Story. 

Macmillan, 1942. 

This book tells about the story Jesus 
from the time was born the time was 
crucified. The book based the King 
James Version the Bible, and beautifully 
illustrated. The table contents includes: 
The Birth and Childhood Jesus 
The Man Jesus 
Friends Jesus 
Teachings Jesus 
Jesus’ Deeds Kindness 
Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. 


Evelyn Haymon 


Petersham, Maud and Miska, The Christ Child. 

Doubleday, 

You should see this beautiful book with 
colored illustrations. The contents contain: 
The Babe 
The Shepherds 
The Wise Men 


Prophecy 

the Temple 

The Flight Into Egypt 
The Child. 


Sawyer, Ruth, The Long Christmas. Viking, 
1942. 


This book has Christmas stories from many 
countries, There are carols and rhymes about 
Christmas, also. 


James 
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Schauffler, Robert Haven, The Days Cele- 
brate. Dodd, 1941. 
You can find plays, poems, essays, stories, 
and games this book the pages listed: 


Plays for Christmas .............. 3-56 

113-139 
147-166 
Games and other Activities........ 169-190 


Florence McCall 
Sechrist, Elizabeth Hough, Red Letter Days. 

Macre-Smith, 1940. 

This book tells about many different holi- 
days. The pages telling about Christmas 
many lands are listed below: 

Christmas, 205-225 

cakes, 218 

decorations, 221-223 

first, 205 

America, 208, 215, 218, 220, 222, 223 

Australia, 223 

Bagdad, 216 

Belgium, 211, 223 

Denmark, 218 

England, 208-211, 213, 217 

France, 214 

Germany, 218 

Greece, 222 

Holland, 211, 223 

Ireland, 222, 223 

Mexico, 214, 215, 219, 222, 223 

Norway, 218, 223 

the Orient, 220, 221 

Poland, 217,218 

Scotland, 217 

Serbia, 213, 218, 219 

Spain, 214, 217, 219, 222 

Sweden, 219, 223 

the Ukraine, 217, 219 

music, 216 

tree, 210, 211, 214 

waits, 209. 

Millie Lucas 


For some years the writer and his students 
have been engaged studies the reading 
difficulty school textbooks. Our premise 
and has been that the materials the school 
subjects can either aid retard learning and 
that surely self-evident fact that 
textbooks are too hard for the learner progress 
will greatly hindered. started out with 
preconceived idea that textbooks were 
necessarily too hard, although there have been 
many who have expressed that idea the past 
without furnishing any data which sup- 
port their assumptions. The first studies were 
made ten more years ago. During that time 
have been able trace changes the 
culty textbooks and have seen them be- 
come much easier. Today, are posi- 
tion doubt and are beginning wonder 
the textbooks reading, and particularly 
the beginning stages, are not actually becom- 
ing too easy for the average learner. 


Some Hypotheses 

Before going any further state some 
hypotheses which, use the words the 
founding fathers, many cases seem 
self-evident: 

dren grade groups would seem evident 
that single textbook can ever equally 
well-adjusted all the children within the 
grade group. The fact range individual 
differences any trait ability supports this 
hypothesis. 

The best that could do, the single 
class, grade-group plan, would seem 
use materials aimed the average, the 
middle percent; that is, use statistical 


The Reading Difficulty 
School Textbooks' 


GERALD 


terms, those children within one-half sigma 
plus minus from the mean. 

the past have seemed aim 
the top the group, certainly not the 
bottom, and seldom the middle. This 
shall support later evidence. 

Textbooks written specifically for cer- 
tain groups are practical impossibility since 
publisher could afford print them. 

Therefore, would seem that 
should aim have our textbooks, the in- 
terests economy, aimed that they will 
the greatest good for the greatest number. 


There are some who think that the single 
textbook type teaching gone forever and 
that the answer our problem adjusting 
materials instruction the needs the 
learner found the use multiple 
books, reference lists, cetera. This may 
feasible for more favored areas but yet 
scarcely practicable for vast regions Amer- 
ica where materials instruction are 
minimum. would seem, therefore, that 
authors and publishers would aid teachers 
most, they would adjust their materials 
the largest possible group. The opposite 
theory make the books adequate their 
field and then let the chips fall where they 
may. This idea favored those who have 
aristocratic rather than democratic theory 
education. Personally believe the prin- 
ciple more adequate material for the aver- 
age and less able child. The bright will take 
care themselves. Therefore, you will 
accept the hypothesis, textbooks would 


editorial comment this article page 333. 


q 
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quite well adjusted the grade for which 
they are intended they graded approximately 
point above the bottom the grade 
level difficulty. shall try show from 
the data our possession what has been hap- 
pening textbooks terms difficulty 
the last ten years. 
The Technique Appraisal 

The technique use measures the diffi- 
culty reading material grading its 
vocabulary. have purposefully avoided using 
formula like Washburne’s, Lewerenz’s, Gray 
and Leary’s Lorge’s because such formulas 
are highly complicated and consume much 
time their use. recent study one 
students showed that formula tends 
grade book about half grade lower than 
Lorge’s formula.) The technique uses the 
Thorndike Teachers Wordbook Twenty 
Thousand Words the basis its grading. 

The validity the formula 
established doctor’s dissertations Stat- 
lander, Leifeste, and others and its relia- 
bility sufficiently good make useful 
instrument. The time consumed grading 
book varies with the size the book and 
the extent sampling, but possible 
with practice sample book from one 
two hours and obtain reliable measure. 
has been our purpose always try get 
means measuring material for difficulty 
which would simple and 
than the more 
formulas developed others. 


The Use the Technique 

The technique has been used mainly 
graduate students the University Pitts- 
burgh for the last ten years. The only training 
the students get reading the directions 
and explanation points which seem dif- 
ficult them. Then they work independently, 
following the directions given them 
mimeographed bulletin. The only materials 
needed are the manual directions, Thorn- 


less time- 


consuming complicated 
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dike Teachers Word Book 20,000 Words and 
the material sampled. The best sampling, 
according Leifeste, selected pages 
from any book which one wishes evaluate 
for difficulty. Forms for recording the data 
are also available. The technique has been 
used The Pittsburgh Schools for grading 
library and textbooks the elementary school 
for five six years, Weekly Reader 
for grading the used that paper, 
and various people different schools and 
universities throughout the country. One 


publisher has used grading school text- 


books. Some Results 


the remainder this discussion 
present results the use this formula, 
mainly show that there has been. change 
the difficulty textbooks the last ten 
years and indicate the nature that trend. 
shall present some data show that dif- 
ferent people working the same books will 
get the same answer; then shall draw 
some conclusions concerning the trends 
difficulty textbooks the present decade. 
speculate little what may happen, 
think the reader will not object. 


TABLE 
DIFFICULTY SCHOOL READERS 
1930-1939 
MEASURED THE 
YOAKAM SCALE 


Yoakam Publisher’s 

Book Date Scale Grade Placement 
1936 
1936 
1939 
1935 
1935 
1938 
1938 5.1 
1939 
1938 
1932 

Average 3.5 2.2 


E 


That the readers the early were 
difficult generally acknowledged today 
those who were familiar with them and who 
are also well acquainted with the current 
school readers. Until recently, however, 
had objective way make comparisons 
Some 
data compiled students gives clue. 
The average difficulty ten school readers 
selected random was 3.5 compared with 
the publisher’s placement these same books 
2.2 (Table I). Thus the readers were about 
grade and three-tenths over-graded accord- 
ing Our measurements. 


show how difficult these readers were. 


This over-grading school textbooks has 
been common from the days McGuffey 
the present. fact, the McGuffey Read- 
ers themselves were difficult books. study 
those books the University Pittsburgh 
showed that the materials first used the 
McGuffey Readers were either eliminated 
subsequent editions were placed higher 
grades. There was practical kind grading 
going the nineteenth century but 
was trial and error rather than scientific 


measurement. 


Since 1940, however, there has been 
recent school readers students. Ten 
readers, taken random, were graded 
scale 4.3. The publishers’ placement 
those readers 4.7. Thus, for the first time 
the difficulty the readers less than the 
publisher’s placement. This significant 
fact for, large majority cases, 
the present, the grade placement books 
except for certain long-used 
and revised books which through trial and 
success finally found their true levels. While 


this trend toward easier readers not con- 
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sistent, inspection Table shows that 
when thirty-three readers, selected random, 
are measured, the publisher’s rating within 
grade the rating secured the 
objective measurement and individual books 
are even undergraded. 


TABLE 


GRADE PLACEMENT SCHOOL 
READERS RATED YOAKAM 
SCALE—Editions 1940-1945 


Yoakam Publisher’s 
Book Date Scale Grade Placement 

1940 

1940 

1940 

1940 

1940 3.5 

1940 

1940 

1940 

1940 6.5 
1940 3.6 4.0 
1940 4.7 5.0 
1940 5.3 6.0 
1940 4.6 4.0 
1940 6.3 5.0 
1940 4.4 4.0 
1940 4.5 4.0 
1940 3.6 5.0 
1940 2.0 3.0 
1940 3.0 3.0 
1940 4.0 3.0 
1941 3.4 2.0 
1941 3.4 2.0 
1941 4.2 5.0 
1942 5.0 4.0 
1942 4.8 5.0 
1942 4.0 3.0 
1943 3.4 2.0 
1943 2.0 
1943 2.0 1.0 
1943 5.0 
1945 4.0 3.0 

Average 3.9 3.3 
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One might ask, the reason for 
this overgrading readers and what the 
implication the present trend toward mak- 
ing readers easier?” The answer the first 
question would seem the writer that 
authors and publishers until very recently 
had nothing except experience and judgment 
use the gradation school textbooks. 
This was not good enough. Not all authors 
and publishers were equally skillful select- 
ing material appropriate for the use chil- 
dren different maturation levels. The cur- 
rent interest measures readability has be- 
gun give means checking the 


readability materials and has already 


The implications the present trend to- 
ward making books easier, however, are not 
all good. There danger that, following 
the popular appeal books that are easily 
readable children, shall swing the 
other extreme and make books easy that 
children will not make desirable progress 
the development vocabulary and the 
improvement their reading power. 


Since the 1930’s, preprimers, primers, and 
first readers have grown progressively easier. 
The vocabularies some series for the first 
three grades have been reduced from 1600 
1800 words low 1100 1200 words. 
The theory that easy approach read- 
ing will ultimately develop power because 
the easy approach stages the child will de- 
velop strong foundation for independence 
reading later. hope that this true for 
the sake millions American boys and 
girls; but not true, then are just 
piling trouble for ourselves the future. 
judgment, the trend toward easy basic 
reading material has gone far enough, not 
too far for the ultimate good the children. 
Books must readable for the average group 


THE READING DIFFICULTY SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS 


307 


children but that does not mean that 
must impoverish the children’s vocabularies 
failing cause them contact new 
words, new. meanings, and thus gain that in- 
creasing power which essential for 
tinued growth reading. 


You may wish this point challenge 
the accuracy the measurements reported 
here, shall introduce (Table III) some evi- 
dence that the data which these measures 
readability are based are reasonably reliable. 
Measurement series school readers 
two different raters, working independently, 
were respectively 3.6 for one rater and 3.0 
for another. The publishers’ placement for 
the same books average 2.24. The raters in- 
volved were using the scale for the first time 
and with other aid than that given the 
directions. also have other data, which 
space does not permit presenting, which 
the ratings independent raters the same 
material closer agreement than that cited 
above. The probable error these measure- 
ments not over one-half grade. 


There also evidence that the Yoakam 
scale measures the readability book con- 
sistently somewhat lower level than the 
Lorge Scale. measuring ten books inde- 
pendently, two workers, one using the Lorge 
Scale and one using the Yoakam Scale, found 
the books plus grade higher measured 
the Lorge Scale than when measured the 
Yoakam Scale. (Table IV). The Lorge Scale 
based upon statistical formula using other 
criteria than vocabulary difficulty measures 
readability. have never felt that these 
other measures were reliable valid enough 
use, even they did not take great deal 
more time apply. The data offered here 
tend support the idea that the measure- 
ments the Yoakam Scale certainly not 
overestimate the reading difficulty presented 
book but may somewhat underestimate 
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it. earlier study found that Wash- 
burne’s formula also tended rate book 
more than own. 


TABLE 
GRADING THE SAME BOOK 
DIFFERENT RATERS. the Yoakam Scale. 


Publisher’s 
Placement 


Yoakam 
Scale Grade 
1936 


1935 
1935 3.4 
1938 2.6 
1940 3.3 level 
1941 3.4 level 
1940 
1940 


Date 


6.8 
5.0 
3.62 3.0 2.24 
Rater Average Rater 


TABLE 
SUMMARY EVALUATIONS 
THE YOAKAM SCALE AND 
LORGE SCALE COMPARED 


Rated Yoakam 
Lorge Scale Scale Grade 
3.42 3.3 


3.92 3.4 
4.08 3.4 
3.9 2.5 
3.709 2.6 
4.12 3.4 
4.07 3.43 
3.701 3.15 
3.50 3.5 
4.25 3.59 
3.9 3.3 


Date 
1940 


1941 
1935 
1938 
1938 
1941 
1943 
1943 
1940 
1940 
Average 


ow ON AM 


— 


Our investigation seems reveal also 
that while school readers have been getting 
easier, changes have likewise occurred other 
textbooks. general our measure- 
ments show that they have also been getting 
easier, but perhaps not quite much the 
school readers. (Table V). study ten 
recent history textbooks Zacur shows that 


level 
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the scale measures them average 6.5 
while the publisher’s placements for the same 
books averages 5.1. Thus these books 
group tend remain over-graded, but there 
are exceptions this rule and some them 
now are even easier than the grade level in- 
dicated the publisher. Measurement 
recent geographies also reflects this trend, al- 
though space does not permit furnish 
the data here. 


think that have presented enough 
data indicate that school textbooks are 
getting easier. What happening the same 
time the library books and supplementary 
books children are asked read? course, 
children’s books already published have not 


been changed far content and vocabu- 


TABLE 
SUMMARY EVALUATIONS 
YOAKAM SCALE 
School History Textbooks 


Yoakam 
Grade Scale 
(Two Ratings) 
1942 5.86 


5.9 
6.08 
6.1 
1941 5.5 
5.5 
6.84 
6.8 
8.38 
8.4 
6.72 
6.7 
5.47 
5.5 
4.7 
4.7 
6.4 
8.7 
8.7 
6.5 


Publisher’s 


Date Placement 


1941 


1940 
1941 
1941 
1941 
1940 
1942 
1941 


Average 


Book 
4or 
5.1 
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lary are concerned; nor does appear that 
books for general reading children need 
written for any particular grade level. Let 
the author write his genius directs. 
shall then measure the readability the books 
and place them were they can best used. 


The random sampling children’s books 
students indicates that the recom- 
mendations librarians and publishers are 
often inadequate and far from accurate. Table 
gives picture which certainly tends 
suggest that many books heretofore considered 
easy enough for young children may certainly 
far too difficult for them read with any 
comfort gratification: 


is, course, difficult foretell what 
going happen the readability text- 
books. probable, however, that the pres- 
ent trend toward making books more readable 
for children will continue for some time until 
reaction sets and the pendulum swings 
back somewhere nearer the middle ground. 
the writer’s opinion that time all text- 
books will made readable through checking 
the manuscript some formula which will 
measure the readability the book. This will 
lead better placement textbooks, will 
correct the tendency make them too easy, 


‘and will ultimately result much more ac- 


curate and use textbooks the edu- 
cation boys and girls. 


TABLE 


RATINGS FROM SOME 
KNOWN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


YOAKAM PUBLISHER’S 
NAME BOOK AUTHOR SCALE PLACEMENT 

Our Little Friends Carpenter 

Esquimo Land 6.6 3-4 
Story the Greeks Guerber 5.6 
Story the Romans Guerber 6.2 
Alice Elephant Land Braeley 7.1 
Rackety-Rackety House Burnett 6.3 
Story Beowulf Riggs 7.2 
Fifty Famous Stories Retold Baldwin 4.5 2.0 
Tom Sawyer Clemens 9.6 7-8 
Ivanhoe Scott 10.8 7-8 
Van Loon’s Geography Van Loon 10.8 7-8 
Abe Lincoln Grows Carl Sandberg 9.5 
Tales from Shakespeare Lamb 7.4 
Story the Ship Grant 10.4 4-8 
The Children’s Shakespeare Nebit 7.5 
Animal Stories Walter LaMare 8.4 
Peter Pan Barrie 7.3 
Bambi Salten 8.1 5-6 
The Voyage Dr. Doolittle Lofting 6.7 4-6 
Black Beauty Sewell 5.0 3-6 
Pinnocchio Collodi 6.3 4-6 


*Not obtainable else not given. 


Why was the little chair the library 
corner rarely occupied? Why did the children 
seldom visit the book cupboard? Why were 
the boys and girls the Oak Grove School 
not particularly interested books reading 
all? 


There was nothing about 
which would invite attract them there. 
unindexed file pictures and pamphlets 


stood one corner, couple unpainted 


orange crates held the dictionary, the encyclo- 
pedia, and few over-sized books, while 
high closed musty smelling 
cupboard were stored the 
books which composed the 
school library proper. What 
discouraging sight the in- 
terior this bookcase pre- 
wonder the 
children were advised 
keep the doors closed! 


For shelves too deep 
were big books, little books, 
hard books, easy books, 
story books, text books, 
new bright shiny books, 
old soiled ragged books, 
heterogeneous mass packed 
tightly would have 
been nearly impossible for 
boy pull book from 
its place had been able 
select one. 


The situation came 
attention 


the 
Marion Hull, the supervis- 


ing teacher. her the 
alcove which had been de- 


Invitation Read 


May 


signed for and one time been graced the 
teacher’s desk had real possibilities for truly 
delightful reading corner. She solicited the help 
and cooperation the teacher, Miss Marjorie 
Geisthardt and twenty-five pupils, while she 
herself presented her proposal for library im- 
provement the school board members. Her 
enthusiasm was contagious. They became in- 
terested, investigated the approximate cost, 
and suggested that she draw the plans for 
needed physical improvement. 


teacher the Fond 
County Schools. 


Lac, Wis., 


Before the Transformation 
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This word consent was all that Miss 
Hull needed, She consulted the pupils, the 
teacher, the parents, board members, carpen- 
ter, and for suggestions and then 
with her naturally ingenious, resourceful, 
well practical, mind sketched her plans. 
Everything that would make books and read- 
ing materials more accessible and attractive 
boys and girls was taken into consideration. 
During short vacation period she supervised 
the actual construction and painting, which 
was done the main the older pupils and 
men the district. Low open adjustable 
shelves were built, well simple magazine 
racks, tilt topped stands for the large diction- 
ary and over-sized books, large deep drawers 
for the vertical file, long shallow drawers for 
maps and posters, closed cupboards for text 
books and back issues magazines, news- 
papers, and other library supplies. Provisions 
were made for well balanced arrangement 


After the Transformation 


bulletin boards and for spacious linoleum 
topped display and work counter. make 
complete low table, small chairs and 
couple comfortable cheesebox hassocks were 


added. 


After the holidays real challenge con- 
fronted Miss Geisthardt and her pupils— 
that rearranging and putting the library 
working order. inventory was taken and 
then culling began. Unattractive, out-of-date, 
poorly printed, badly worn books, well 
books which were mediocre and too adult 
vocabulary and content were with the consent 
this school board discarded. Old but still 
valuable books were mended and cleaned. 
New books were prepared for circulation. 
was surprising how generous the school board 
was with money for the purchase books 
and how many lovely books were given 


the school friends since the project had 
(Continued page 320) 
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For Primary Grades 
Beim, Lorraine and Jerrold. Two Team. 
Pictures Ernest Chrichlow. Harcourt, 
$1.75. 
Adventures Paul and his Negro friend 
make fine tale cooperation. 


Bernhard, Josephine Nine Cry-baby Dolls. 
Illustrated Irena Lorentowicz. 
Publishers, $1.00. 

adaptation Polish folk-tale. 


Roy 


Bishop, Claire Illustrated 

Grace Paull. Viking, $1.50. 

When pursued excited townspeople this 
little black calf finds clever way out his 
picture story book which has 
humor, originality, slight 


Black, Irma This the Bread that Betsy 
Ate. Illustrated Allen Ullman. 
Scott, $1.25. 


Cumulative tale the story behind 
modern-day loaf bread. 


Brown, Margaret Little Fisherman. With 
illustrations Dahlov Ipcar. Scott, 
$1.50. 

Six and seven year olds well pre- 
school children will find out interesting things 
about deep sea -fishing this gay, decorative 


picture book. 


Burton, Earl and Linette. Exciting Adventures 
Waldo. Helen Stone. 


Whittlesey House, $2.00. 

Attractively illustrated tale the adven- 
tures little wooden duck who found 
real friend last. 


Some Outstanding Children’s 
Books the 
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Dennis, Morgan. Burlap, Houn’dog Extra- 
ordinary, Viking, $1.00. 

Burlap wasn’t much good scaring rab- 
bits holing woodchucks but proved his 
worth helping capture runaway circus 
bear. appealing story comradeship be- 
tween boy and dog, delightfully illus- 
trated. 


Field, Rachel Prayer for Child. Pictures 
Elizabeth Orton Jones. Macmillan, 
$1.50. 

Simple and lovely with universal appeal. 

Beautifully interpreted the illustrations. 

Caldecott medal winner, 1945. 


Gay, Romney. Book Nursery Tales. Gros- 
set, $0.50. 

Contents: Three bears, Chicken Little, 
Little red hen, Three little kittens, Three little 
pigs, Gingerbread man, Little Red Riding 
Hood. Many appealing illustrations color 
and black and white. 


Johnson, Margaret Sir Lancelot and Scamp. 
Written and illustrated Margaret 
Johnson and Helen Johnson. Harcourt, 
$1.75. 

dignified greyhound and mischievous 
cocker live together sheep ranch. 


Kingman, Lee. With pictures 


Arnold Edwin Bare. Houghton, $2.00. 

Gay colored picture book about little 
Russian girl who cannot decide what 
when she grows up. 


*Titles Spring list not repeated. 
English Review, May, 1945.) 


the staff the Thomas Hughes Room, 
Chicago Public Library. 


(Elementary 
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Maril, Lee. Mr. Bunny Paints the Eggs. 
trated Irena Lorentowicz. Roy Pub- 
lishers, $1.00. 

Mr. Bunny’s secret for coloring Easter 
eggs this gay, seasonal picture 


book. 


Mitchell, Lucy Guess What’s the Grass. 
Scott, $1.50. 
Little people will enjoy this easy mystery. 


Osgood, Harriett Presents from Pam Pam. 
Pictures Lilian Neuner. Oxford, $1.00. 
Making Christmas gifts for all her 

family and friends keeps Pam Pam happily 

occupied kindergarten and home. 


Willis, Amber. Mistletoe Press, $1.00. 
Young readers will enjoy this story 
good little dog who was often disgrace. 


For the Middle Grades 
Baker, Charlotte. Necessary Nellie. Coward- 
McCann, $2.50. 
Five children make plain that little 
brown and white dog necessary their 
happiness. 


Brindze, Ruth. The Gulf 
tions Helene Carter. Vanguard, $2.00. 
Readable, attractive appearance and 

full useful and interesting information 

about the river that flows through the sea. 


Bronson, Wilfrid Harcourt, $1.75. 

Accurate information, large print, and 
many illustrations make this very useful 
book for the young lover natural science. 


Campbell, Alfred Wizard and his Magic 
Powder, Tales the Channel 
trated Kurt Wiese. Knopf, $1.75. 


Carmer, Carl. Wildcat Furs China, the 
Cruise the Sloop 
Elizabeth Black Carmer. Knopf, $2.00. 

Blackboy and Billy enjoy their strange 
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adventures cabin boys sixty-foot sloop 
that sailed China shortly after the Ameri- 
can Revolution. 


Cockrell, Marian. Shadow Castle, Illustrated 
Olive Bailey. Whittlesey House, $2.00. 
little white dog leads Lucy into 
strange beautiful valley which few mortals 
have seen. delightful new tale enchant- 
ment for fairy tale readers. 


Eberle, Irmengarde. The Good Neigh- 
bors. Drawings Flora Nash Muth. 
Lippincott, $2.00. 

refreshing and sympathetic little story 
about Mexican family’s eagerness find 
home and friends the United States. Could 
used illustrate the Good Neighbor Policy. 


Evatt, Harriet. Mystery the Creaking 
Bobbs-Merrill, $2.00. 
Delightful story French Canada, 

Jacques and his little blind horse and how 

the windmill last gave its secret. 


Melindy’s Medal. 
Georgene Faulkner and John Becker. Mess- 
ner, $2.00. 

plucky little heroine shows grandmother 
that girls can win medals, too. 


Fishel, Dick and Smith, Red. Terry and 
Putnam, $1.50. 

Rules and techniques football for the 
youngest fan. 


Faulkner, Georgene. 


Goetz, Delia. Burro Barnegat Road. 
trated Hilda Van Stockum. Harcourt, 
$2.00. 

Jolly doings two American children 
and their pet from Mexico. 


Hayes, Florence. Eskimo 
Kurt Wiese. Random House, $2.00. 
Alaskan Eskimo boy realizes his ambi- 

tion great hunter his father. 


Haywood, Carolyn. Betsy and the Boys. Har- 
court, $2.00. 
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Betsy and Billy, now fourth grade, have 
lively good times this latest addition the 
popular Betsy series, 

Johnson, Margaret Dixie Dobie, Sable 
Island Pony, Written and illustrated 
Margaret and Helen Johnson. Har- 
court, $2.00. 

Appealing story wild pony’s response 
kindness and 

Jones, Jessie Secrets. Pictures Elizabeth 
Orton Jones. Viking, $2.00. 

little girl’s thoughts about God’s pro- 
tecting care charmingly set forth verse. 
Notable illustrations. 

Jordan, Mildred. said the King. 
Illustrated Roger Duvoisin. 
$2.00. 

Rollicking nonsense tale about king and 
his printuplets. 

Jordan, Nina Mother Goose Handicraft. 
Harcourt, $2.00. 

Simple directions and diagrams for mak- 
ing Mother Goose characters and settings out 
inexpensive and easily available materials. 


Knopf, 


Leaf, Munro. Better. Lippincott, 
$1.50. 

Munro Leaf’s characteristic pictures help 
clinch the idea necessity for coopera- 
tion and good leadership. 

Lloyd, Trevor. Sky Highways, 
from the Air. Armstrong 
Sperry. Houghton, $2.50. 

Interesting description flight from 
Washington, India and home again 
thru Siberia. 

Maurois, André. Franklin, the Life 
Optimist. Drawings Howard Simon. 
Didier, $2.50. 

Simply presented, carefully chosen episodes 
Franklin’s life from childhood death. 


Meader, Stephen Family. 
trated Elizabeth Korn. Harcourt, 
$2.00. 
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small brown mongrel dog endears him- 
self the family whom 


Meyer, Jerome Picture Book Astronomy. 
Illustrated Richard Floethe. Lothrop, 
$2.00. 

For younger children. dis- 
tinguished originality and imagination. 
Neyhart, Louise Henry’s 

trated Charles Banks Wilson. Holiday 

House, $1.50. 

Thru the eyes ten-year-old farm boy 
the reader gets warmly inspiring picture 
the Lincoln-Douglas Debate Freeport, 
nois 1858. 


Olds, Elizabeth. The Big Fire. Houghton, 
How firemen handle big city fire 
vividly set forth this book with its large 
pictures full color and detail. 


Price, Olive Donkey for the King. 
Decorated Valenti Angelo. Whittlesey 
House, $1.75. 

The little gray donkey which carried Jesus 
his into Jerusalem brings 
blessing entire household. Lovely and 
appropriate 

Quinn, Vernon. Picture Map Geography 
the Pacific Islands. With maps and draw- 
ings Frank Beaudouin. 
$2.00. 

Excellent clear maps and readable text. 
Richardson, Myra The Mule Skinners. 

Viking, $2.00. 

Refreshingly humorous story about mod- 
ern boys. 


Lippincott, 


Sellew, Catharine Adventures with the 
Gods. With illustrations George and 
Doris Hauman. Little, $2.00. 
Interesting retelling some well known 

myths for younger children. 


Shapiro, Irwin. John Henry and the Double 
Jointed With drawings 
James Daugherty. Messner, $1.50. 


Excellent retelling the John Henry 
legend. 


Spencer, Cornelia. Land the Chinese Peo- 
ple. Photographs courtesy Asia and 
World Outlook. Lippincott, $2.00. 
Authoritative, well-written and colorful, 

with emphasis China’s age-old spirit 

democracy. 


Stinetorf, Louise Children South Africa. 
Illustrated Eva Watson. Lippincott, 
$2.00. 

Twelve storieseach presenting life 
some section South Africa. 


Torrey, Marjorie. Artie and the Princess. 
Howell, $2.00. 
Most delightful fairy tale lonely little 


dragon and princess. 


Wiese, Kurt. You Can Write Chinese. Vik- 
ing, $1.50. 

Peter attends school Chungking and 
gets his first lesson reading and writing 
Chinese. fascinating picture book showing 
large clear pictures Chinese characters and 
the forms from which they sprang. 


Woody, Regina The Stars Came Down. 
Pictures Rafaello Busoni. Harcourt, 
$2.00. 

Having lived underground cave all 
during the war Princess Bettina sees the stars 
for the first time her seventh birthday. 


For the Upper Grades 
Allee, Marjorie Smoke Jumper. Houghton, 
$2.00. 

new phase forestry service brought 
out this exciting tale parachute 
jumper. 

Bontemps, have Tomorrow. Hough- 
ton, $2.00. 


Inspirational, biographies 


twelve living Negroes who succeeded pro- 
fessions hitherto closed their race. 
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Bunce, William Horned Snake Medicine. 
Dutton, $2.00. 
boy’s struggle recover the Sacred 
Medicine stone makes excellent adventure 


story and gives good picture life among 
the Mound Builders. 


Carson, Julia Son Thunder. Longmans, 
Detailed biography Patrick Henry, 


stressing his political rather than his private 
life. 


Criss, Mildred. Dom Pedro Brazil. 
trated Victor Dowling. Dodd, $2.50. 
lively and romantic biography with 
excellent historical background. 


Dickson, Marguerite. Bramble Bush.. Nelson, 
$2.00. 
Good modern story two girls, one 
them blind, whose friendship adds new zest 
their lives. 


Gates, Doris. North Fork. Viking, $2.00. 

Life and adventures the Sierra Nevada 
country teach Drew Saunders something 
the value democracy. 


Hall, Marjory. Model Child, Houghton, $2.00. 

How Bunnie Wayland gradually worked 
theme this entertaining career story with 
its element romance. 


Jacobs, Helen Laurel for Judy. Dodd, 
$2.00. 
Good sport story for girls, pictures the 
career young tennis champion. 


Kennedy, Jean. Here Scribner, $2.75. 

Good photographs are feature this 
sympathetic description India, her people 
and her government. 


King-Hall, Magdalen. Sturdy Rogue. 
trated Addison Burbank. Winston, 
$2.00. 
Swift-moving 


and adventure 


story with unusual historical background 


exciting 
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dealing with the Beggars’ Brotherhood 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign. 


Knight, Ruth Brave Companions. Double- 
day, $2.00. 

Seeing Eye dog brings back interest 
life blind soldier and helps him become 
hero. 

Langdale, Hazel Lance Mystery Hollow. 

Dutton, $2.00. 

Mystery addicts and horse lovers will 
drawn this well written tale early Ver- 


MacKaye, 
Longmans, $2.00. 


Loring. Twenty-fifth Mission. 
Adventures bomber crew forced 
bail out over Denmark. 


Malvern, Gladys. Jonica’s Island. 
Corinne Malvern. Messner, $2.00. 
Colorful and dramatic story inden- 

tured girl old New Amsterdam. 


Newcomb, Ellsworth. Brave Nurse. Apple- 
ton, $2.00. 

True stories showing the sacrifices and 
heroism nurses from their gallant service 
Pearl Harbor their present task help- 
ing handicapped men. 


Pinkerton, Kathrene. 
$2.00. 
Exciting story for girls unusual 
Christmas vacation spent the North woods 


Ontario where the Indians are haunted 


Windigo. 


Harcourt, 


with superstitious fears. 


Purdy, Claire Lee. Victor Herbert, 
Illustrated Everett 
Messner, $2.50. 


Music-master. 


Shinn. 


Essential facts the well loved musician’s 
life, told against vivid, detailed background 
the musical world his day. Contains dis- 
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cussion his compositions and the stories 
his operettas. 


Robinson, Jessie. Things Make from Odds 
and Ends. Appleton, $2.00. 

Handicraft book for boys and girls 
middle and upper grades. Gives simple, clear 
directions for making more than one hundred 
articles. 


Savery, Constance. Emeralds for the King. 
Longmans, $2.00. 
High adventure the days the Cava- 
liers and 


Scoggin, Margaret Chucklebait, Funny 
Stories for Everyone. Knopf, $2.50. 
Short stories with many chuckle for the 

teen age group. 


Simon, Charlie May. Art the New Land. 
Dutton, $3.00. 
Short biographical sketches the fore- 
most American artists from Benjamin West 
Grant Wood. 


Sperry, Armstrong. Hull-Down for Action. 
Doubleday, $2.00. 
Adventures four boys cast adrift the 
South Pacific, and eventually landing 
Guadalcanal. 


Thompson, Mary Crossroads for Penelope. 
Longmans, $2.00. 
Girls beginning interested love 
stories and those who love dogs will welcome 
this sequel for Penelope.” 


Whitney, Phyllis The Silver Inkwell. 
Houghton, $2.00. 
Romance and social service combined with 
creative writing all figure this tale 
modern American girl. 
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MARIAN 


Vocabulary grows but needs culti- 
vated for good results. like garden 
which blooms profusely with careful nourish- 
ment. 


Elementary school children very often are 
found loss for words with which ex- 
press themselves clearly. After noticing that 
this was the case, teacher decided 
little experimenting the cultivation con- 
crete vocabulary. 


the beginning the year the 
fourth grade children naturally had rather 
limited stock words with which write, 
since they had done little writing the 
primary grades. Therefore, something had 
done immediately order give them 
tools with which work. wonderful op- 
portunity presented itself with the coming 
Hallowe’en. What could interest child more 
than this day with all its enchantment and 
mystery! 


The teacher had collection vivid Hal- 
lowe’en pictures with which she decided 
some experimenting. One picture portrayed 
witch stirring something huge caldron. 
When the children saw it, once boy said, 
“That witch making magic potion. She 
stirring stew enchant people.” From 
another came, “Hasn’t she long, pointed 
nose and chin?” Still others remarked about 
how wicked-looking, evil, ugly, sly, gnarled, 
and wrinkled she looked. Soon all the children 
the room were active thinking words 
that would say the same thing that the pic- 
ture painted. 


Pictures bats, cats, and pumpkins 


Pictures Help Vocabulary 
Growth 
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brought forth such comments as, don’t 
know how say it, but that pumpkin surely 
has zig-zag teeth,” and cat has spooky 
shadow,” and “Look the yellowish candle 
light, mysterious.” Someone else re- 
marked, lights the picture look like 
pairs eyes staring through the dark- 
ness.” The teacher was astounded such ex- 
pressions as: vicious-looking claws, horrified 
look, hypnotized expression, and hideous green 
face. How easy was get the boys and 
girls think terms pictures which could 
made words! had taken less than one 
language period and everyone was participat- 
ing. 


What amazing vocabularies the children 
used they talked about these interesting 
pictures! least they knew what these words 
meant, and they employed them talking 
about the pictures. Perhaps their vocabularies 
were not limited the teacher had thought 
they were. 


But she was going let the children try 
their hand writing riddles, poems, and 
stories about Hallowe’en, and they would 
surely need and want use some these 
words writing. The children understood the 
words when they heard them spoken, and used 
them when they talked. The words would 
theirs completely they could read them and 
could use them when they wrote. Consequent- 
the teacher recorded the children’s expres- 
sions the board they talked about the 
pictures that the words would handy 
for use later. Needless say, when the boys 


the Wasatch School, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 
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and girls got busy with their writing, they 
had little difficulty recognizing the words, 
and certainly needed encouragement when 
came using them. Indeed the teacher 
discovered that children are eager employ 
new words. 

The children’s talking about the ideas 
which the pictures conveyed them, and the 
teacher’s recording the words children em- 
ployed doing, account for the vivid lan- 
guage the poems below, each nine- 
year-old girl. 

HALLOWE’EN NIGHT 
White, scary ghosts are dancing with care, 
Long-nosed witches flying the air, 
The owls are flying overhead, 
When some little children are sleeping bed. 


Goblins are walking around night. 

Little black cats run out sight. 

And what you think was the fence? 
orange-yellow pumpkin that had 


ONE NIGHT 

Hallowe’en Night 
When filled with fright 
Witches and goblins 
Come out for flight. 
Each witch has long pointed nose 
And long black cape that waves and blows. 
She rides old, old-looking broom 
And comes and out our dark, dark room. 
The pumpkins are orange can 
They light the air people can see. 

Later the year the children noticed the 
works art that Jack Frost able make 
windows. Now they had become alert 
picturesque speech that they didn’t need 
pictures for motivation. Their observations 
took the place actual pictures. the 
window-panes boys and girls saw fairy castles, 
glistening frost, glittering diamonds, crystal 
palaces, and spraying fire-works. this time 
one child wrote: 

JACK FROST 

paints such delicate pictures 

With that lacy frost his 

The frost sparkles like diamonds 

Jack Frost who is. 


His castles are very dainty, 

And they’re always snowy white 

think they’re very pretty 

wish they would stay until night. 

Here are four lines from poem composed 

another child: 

Jolly Jack Frost very very nice 

helps make the snow and helps 
make the ice. 

will paint frosted castle with 
silvery gleam 

And imaginary brownies more than 
you could dream. 


Since the children now had realization 
that paint pictures too,” they decided 
good picture-words. The aver- 
age and better-than-average children made 
lists good picture-words, which were 
placed the board. Now they decided that 
they were going make crayon pictures 
illustrate their word-pictures, using their 
word-pictures labels for the crayon pictures. 
Some boys and girls chose illustrate descrip- 
tive words which were suggested the class. 
Others wished make their own lists 
words for their pictures, they were allowed 
so. Thus the abler children developed 
the word lists first and followed them with 
labeled pictures. However, with the less able 
pupils the process was reversed. These chil- 
dren made crayon pictures first, and then 
their pictures were interpreted and labeled 
with picture-words the entire class. This 
was done the teacher’s asking such ques- 
tions “What word comes your mind 
when you see the picture?” can 
say words what John has said his pic- 
ture?” Surprising results were obtained from 
the less able pupils, who seemed very 
observing. 


These word-pictures which were trans- 
formed into art and the crayon pictures which 
were translated into word-pictures were ex- 
hibited the room that everyone could 
become familiar with the descriptive words 
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that accompanied the pictures. The usual size 
these illustrations, “advertisements,” was 
twelve eighteen inches, they were large 
enough for children see. 


This kind vocabulary work was done 
consistently connection with work the 
children did throughout the school year. Some 
examples are cited. 


The children were studying about animal 
friends. One boy saw dog peering into the 
room. said, “Look what alert ears that 
dog has.” Then came list animal picture- 
words for stories and poems about animals. 
little girl drew picture raccoon which 
had played havoc with kitchen cupboard. 
Her expressions were: short, pointed ears; 
striped, fluffy tail; saucy look; masked face; 
ringed eyes, and cluttered-up cupboard. An- 
other pupil wrote: 


THE COUGAR 
Crouching low behind the bushes 
Back and forth his tail 
Mr. Cougar hears deer 
For very sharp ear. 
Forth springs upon the deer 
For cougars never, never fear. 


During their study transportation, some 
the children went see B-29. They came 
back with such phrases as: miracle power, 
spreading wings, and enormous bird. One boy 
the class entitled his written work 
Tigers.” few unrelated lines from show 
that fourth grade child can have, and can 
make excellent use of, good vocabulary. 
Here are his lines: 


The motors hum tonight. 

Every nerve alert. 

Two planes have dropped from our squad- 
ron the gloom... 

His plane flaming downward the 


While studying about life other lands, 
the pupils made word-pictures and crayon- 


pictures. They employed such labels the 
following: prancing reindeer, glorious north- 
ern lights, gayly-clad children, glistening dia- 
monds the snow, snow-capped mountains, 
silvery waterfalls, glassy pond, and rippling 
waves. The children likewise employed these 
words for letters describing other lands, for 
riddles, stories, and poems. 


Whenever boys and girls were getting 
ready write, this procedure surrounding 
them with useful words, which they needed 
encouragement use, was employed. 
fact, children’s expressions were always 
many that the teacher had bring port- 
able blackboard order have space for the 
words suggested the children. writing 
the lists the board, the teacher was making 
words easy use. She was also helping boys 
and girls have vocabulary that was ade- 
quate for what they wanted say. 


was interesting notice that pupils 
wanted record vocabulary they liked for 
future use. They wrote treasured words 
their spelling tablets. Thus more words be- 
came definite part the children’s stock. 


Always before the students used words 
listed the blackboard their writing, the 
teacher was sure that all expressions used 
them were recognized, could pronounced, 
were comprehended, and could used ap- 
Check-up was made watching 
the children they wrote and answering 
any questions concerning the use word. 


this manner boys and girls all abili- 
ties learned the color and power words and 
were able and eager employ them their 
written work. was noticed that children 
took delight acquiring new words and 
the ability use them. was like wearing 
new clothes; children enjoyed getting away 
from the monotony sameness. 


the end year such work, the 
teacher decided find out just what measur- 
able value the children had received from the 
year’s work vocabulary. Therefore, she 
gave standardized reading test, which re- 
vealed that although these children were just 
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ordinary children their vocabularies were ad- 
vanced two and three years beyond their grade 
level. the teacher was justly rewarded for 
the work and she felt that the experiment had 
borne excellent results. Certainly both vo- 
cabularies and children had grown. 


INVITATION READ 


from page 


been started. The accession book and card 
catalog were brought date. Text books 
were placed closed cupboards. Fiction and 
non-fiction books were separated and shelved 
alphabetically author call numbers, 
with ample room left for display. Special 
references were put over-sized 
shelves, while easy books and picture books 
were placed where they would most access- 
ible the little tots. Arrangements were 
made display and handle books which were 
borrowed from time time from friends, 
from the County Library, from nearby city 
library and from the state traveling library. 
Student librarians were selected carry 
the work and every respect this was 
typical miniature library. 


time went attractive posters, original 
drawings story book characters and scenes, 
and clever captions were added the chil- 
dren themselves, while interested and 


kindly neighbor lady helped add homey 
touch with her contribution twin ivies and 
the lovely red geranium for the window. The 
corner seemed ideal spot for the precious 
new school-room globe well safe place 
for the boys and girls display and share with 
each other some their most prized posses- 
sions tractor catalogs, 4-H records, auto- 
graph books, scrap books, and letters from 
brothers, sisters, and cousins serving with the 
armed forces distant lands and 


Indeed, the library with its pleasant asso- 
ciations, its display interesting materials, 
its array colorful magazines and brightly 
jacketed books has become the most popular 
and attractive corner the school. the 
beauty spot the room—a sanctuary where 
one welcome browse, select, handle 
these curious things called books. Carol, 
Hildred, and Earl—it surely extends invita- 
tion 
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Controlled Composition 
The Sixth Grade 


HELEN 


The sixth grade English teacher left sud- 
denly join her conscientiously objecting 
husband; her successor flew San Francisco 
married; successor must learn all 
once teach three grades English, keep 
her baby from being “spoiled,” and become 
inured the death its father. leave 
twelfth grade one hour week meet 
fifteen merry eleven-year-olds, with innocent 
inexperience (mine), first copy the 
Elementary English Review, and one good 
book, Mare’s Come Hither. have 
read together May Day songs, all the poems 
about owls, and the tale the baker’s daugh- 
ter, the two about our mother Eve, with the 
third and fourth chapters Genesis, which 
Adam does snake told him do” 
and Cain kills his brother Abel. read 
“The Sluggard” Isaac Watts, and after 
watching objects verbs change from nouns 
gerunds, infinitives with subjects ac- 
cusative—managing very nicely without this 
was admitted the pleasant com- 
pany those friends who teach children 
betimes love working and reading.” 
should like share lesson composition, 
which used favorite method for teach- 
ing older girls. intention send the 
imaginative memory the child off con- 
template well-known object experience, 
eye the ball, while the mind the same 
time concentrates intellectually upon rather 
complicated pattern discovered coopera- 
tive analysis model; that the genuine- 
ness and sincerity sharing experiences will 
controlled and ordered craftsmen. 


The model was the paragraph Mr. 
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Mare’s introduction describing the house 
which had found his treasures: 


There little flickering lizard called 
the Chameleon which, they say, changes its 
colour according the place where hap- 
pens be. with this house. was 
never the same for two hours together. 
have seen gathered close its hollow 
the livid and coppery gloom storms; 
crouched like hare winter under 
mask snow; dark and silent beneath the 
changing sparkle the stars; and like 
palace out Arabian tale the milky 
radiance the moon. THRAE was the 
name inscribed its gateway, but let- 
ters faint and faded almost 
illegible. 

First noticed that the house was dif- 
ferent four different sets circumstances: 
time year, time day, change weather. 
noticed how was compared hare 
and Arabian palace, and how different 
these were from each other. 
read the name the gateway the final 
sentence, and reverted the first notice 
the chameleon symbol all the changes 
the house. admired also the words: 
livid and coppery gloom, flickering, crouched, 
mask snow, radiance. Then gave them 
preview the composition should write 
sailboat, device have found 
helpful with older girls, for whom hint 
two suffices, take the attention off the con- 
tent the model case should have be- 
come fastened there—stuck, were, 
the design. 


The first step was for each think 
place object she knew well, Mr. 


1Head the English department, The Shipley School, 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
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Mare now member the class with his 
house, and with boat. discussed 
possibilities houses, boats, harbor with its 
lighthouse, schoolhouse, 
church, grapevine, springhouse, orchard, the 
view from window, the stable, and then the 
inevitable dog and horse. Each wrote 
down what she was fondly thinking of, 
their choices al] secret, like Mr. Mare’s, 
revealed. Then tried recall times 
which our subject showed its differences: 
thought winter weather, night, and storm 
—the memories the hurricane are vivid for 
older girls, and last September’s minor hurri- 
cane swept some into wonder—the tide 
out in, fog, firelight, fire, going away 
coming home, silence and sound—many more 
than should need for our brief composi- 
tion, that should writing out 
richness and fullness memory, choosing. 
have always valued the advice from that ex- 
cellent book, The French Boy Learns Write, 
about full and explicit discussion possibili- 
ties before setting the little solitary mind 
adrift from the class. Four notes then 
each recorded secretly. 


this time one two runners races 
had surprised prematurely writing the 
whole composition, which complicated our 
procedure and dampened our spirits bit. 
then dreamed away for minute about two 
possible comparisons make our place be- 
loved weird Mr. Mare had done. 
spoke about mood, that might move 
from quiet excitement the reverse, 
dwell the mysterious, the friendly, scary. 
told them water colour neighbour had 
made boat pulled the sand with 
sails drying, how like seagull was with 
hurt drooping wing (shameless bid the 
gallery) and how the boat was like blown 
glass, still when the harbour was calm 
high tide and almost running over. For 


THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH REVIEW 


inventions received acclaim tragedy queen 
might envy. They offered railroad station 
like watchdog the tracks, the school 
vacation, poor cat left behind its owners. 
decided steal Mr. Mare’s idea 
using name for good finish. This was 
theft recognized such, and were 
amused our own devilishness. Our last and 
most difficult search was for some symbol 
change begin our whole account: weather 
again, the light day, the moods per- 
son’s mind, All these matters scribbled 
down secret with whispered exclamations 
and enthusiasms, Then, while the iron was 
hot, penciled each her first draft fifteen 
minutes the clock. 


This was mine, which read them—theirs 
were still secrets, for had confidence that 
the lesson had turned out well and courage 
risk unhappy revelation second 
day. listeners were now connoisseurs. 


There nothing more changeable than 
Pennsylvania winter weather—from thin 
snow dripping rain with faint gleams 
sun. sailboat far north Cape 
Cod changeable too. see many pictures 
mind when think it. (Self- 
conscious writing down public, not 
appreciated.) water colour hangs 
artist. The boat leaning gracefully 
its side like hurt seagull with drooping 
wing. The tide far out and the wind 
gently stirs the sails hauled dry. The 
boat looks saddest, however, winter, all 
crouched under yellow canvas the boat- 
yard. Sometimes have seen riding 
storm, bravely tossing and bucking the 
waves sinks deeper and deeper high 
water. The last and most exciting time 
saw was early the morning last Sep- 
tember, The wind had howled and beaten 
against the house all night, rolling two 
great trees roof. And the morn- 
ing there was poor little boat hurled 
the shore, the mast broken off and 
the hull cracked and choked with sand. 


knew was boat, for the dim copper 
letters the stern spelled 
lovely, swift-flying bird. 

audience smiled appreciatively 
use notes, they welcomed New 
England deference Pennsylvania weather, 
they were entertained pilfering 
crouched. There were moans hurt the 
broken mast. think the last 
rhetorical opposition: appeal 
the first water. 


After the bell had rung and they had 
wrestled and giggled their way out 
class into arithmetic, found their neat 
pencilled manuscript these opening sentences: 


From the first time see our farmhouse 
the spring when leave the fall 
there are many changes just you can see 
many changes color the feathers 
dove’s neck when the sunlight. 


dogpen like box crayons 
which has two the same color. 


going tell you about house 
that changes like radiator that has differ- 
ent temperatures heat. 


house like thermometer. 


The woods seem like person that can’t 
make his mind. 


Like the different seasons the year 
the barn changes too. And these compari- 
sons the body the paragraph: 


winter nights when the moon 
out, the barn reminds person lost 
the desert and standing all alone. 


After the rain when the sun out, 
looks like child who has come out 
doors after long illness. 


Sometimes fog lies overhead like 
gray hood covering big grayish skull. 


There she stands with mane and tail 
still, quietly eating the green pasture, 
beautiful, graceful, and shining, like tree 
with blossoms every branch. 


storm when the rain rolling 
down the roof and the lightning flashes 
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through the window and the thunder 
clashes, the house just like ship lost 
the fog. 


Our house welcomes the spring 
getting washed the cool March rains like 
queen getting ready for her new palace. 


night like radio that has been 
turned off long while. 

are with all its flavors and decorations, 


and everything say comes back 
echo, 


the hurricane last year house was 

great noisy band with shutters that banged 

and clashed like cymbals. (Revised spell- 
ing.) 

omit “the rain like Angle 
maiden’s 

next weekly visit was met two 
shining brown eyes and happy smile: 
visited mother’s English class. She 
the University just for fun, and they were 
doing comparisons, too.” 


they call them similes,” said. 


she said, with indulgent smile for 
pedantry. 

Here whole, which choose for its un- 
imaginative childishness: clear first sentence 
with symbol change, clear last one, 
using the suggestion name, four changes, 
two comparisons—exactly what was asked 
for, with not one grain generous invention, 
clearly free from the content the model, and 
yet showing FORM, the shaping subject 
matter selecting, controlling intelligence 
working according plan: 


SUNNY 


dog like clock, changes all 
the time. When take him for ride 
bicycle basket, his eyes are big and ex- 
citing and practically smiling like 
Indian papoose. When has been chewing 
the old Persian rug the dining room 
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Newspapers 


Teachers often ask, can find 
good inexpensive supplementary reading ma- 
terial for children?” One the best 
sources the daily newspaper. easy read- 
ing and has something interest for all ages, 
tastes and levels reading ability. 


free press one America’s most 
cherished institutions, and every child should 
taught how make use it. Future 
policies the nation depend largely upon the 
public opinion formed through the medium 
the newspapers. The schools should see 
that every child develops newspaper habit. 
least one daily paper should every 
classroom. 


Children need weaned from their 
“readers” early possible, and taught 
associate reading with such materials they 
will use adult life—typewritten materials, 
mimeographed matter, newspapers, magazines, 
and books for information and pleasure. When 
child permanently closes his schoolbooks 
the end the eight twelfth grades, 
should have already developed the habit 
wide reading out-of-school materials, with 
the newspaper heading the list. His adult 
reading pitifully limited unless has 
been equipped the school with wider read- 
ing experiences than those offered the 
schoolbooks. The weaning period, where read- 
ing habits are developed independently 
school texts, may start the primary grades 
introducing the proper kinds supple- 
mentary materials, and there are features 
the daily newspapers which are especially 
suited this purpose. 

Pictorial Supplements and 

Every primary child, even the first-grader, 
can “read” the pictorial sections news- 
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papers. Developing skill using picture 
clues important part primary reading 
and should receive attention through- 
out all the grades. not unusual find 
high school students who ignore the illustra- 
tions their textbooks because they have 
never been taught how make use them. 
Pictorial presentation material offers 
valuable short-cut learning, and not 
waste time, any age, stop and look 
the pictures. The newspapers that are gener- 
ously illustrated offer opportunities for de- 
veloping wide reading interests, and give sup- 
plementary source materials for class work 
and special projects. those who may raise 
moral objections using news-stand litera- 
ture the classroom, critical analysis the 
better newspapers and pictorial magazines re- 
veals they are surprisingly wholesome. 


There are many ways pictorial materials 
help teaching. The following are few 
suggestions: 


Pictures are valuable building desira- 
ble reading readiness. They help the 
teacher build attitude that reading 
fascinating activity. 


Pictures create strong, vivid impressions 
which are useful experience back- 
ground for the development better 
reading and more efficient learning. 


Pictures make learning conditions enjoy- 
able and help eliminate tensions the 
classroom. 


Individual interests reading can dis- 
covered and developed through the use 
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Picture study stimulates the child’s imagi- 
nation. 
Pictures arouse the child’s curiosity, 
which results reading find out what 
the pictures are about. 

Children should encouraged read 
meaning into and out pictures before 
attempting read the story. 

Children need many opportunities for 
discussing and interpreting various types 
pictures. Such discussions help de- 
velop expression, communication, and 
democratic spirit talking and listening 
the classroom. 

Children should know how use picture 
clues learning attack new words 
their reading. 

Children can taught answer many 
questions about the context their read- 
ing study the pictures. 

The teacher can clarify and enrich word 
meanings through pictures. 

Pictures may used develop recogni- 
tion and meaning vocabularies. 

teaching children look pictures 
from left right, habits 
may improved. 

Children should read story from the 
pictures before reading the words. 
Children should taught how read 
and make illustrative materials such 
diagrams, maps, charts and graphs. 
Wide use should made posters 
emphasize important points the class- 
work. 

The primary teacher should have large 
variety familiar and interesting pic- 
tures appropriately labeled and displayed 
the classroom. 

Desirable pictures may collected 
teacher and pupils from newspapers, 
magazines, dime store books, and 
properly labeled for display and scrap- 
books. 
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19. Hectographed illustrative 
tures, maps, graphs, etc., are useful all 
The primary teacher may prepare 
hectograph pictures, outline form, with 
words the right, for children color 
and assemble into books. 


20. Teachers pupils may choose subjects 


and print labels the bottom the 
page, letting the child draw find and 
cut out picture illustrate the label. 
The alert teacher can harness the natural 
drives and interests her children 
making wide use picture clues and 
illustrative materials teaching reading 
and all the other school subjects. 


Comics, Cartoons and 
Comics and cartoons offer interesting 
teaching possibilities. Children love the fun- 
nies, and guidance children’s reading tastes 
most effective when begins with the chil- 


dren’s own interests and reading habits. 


Studies show that ninety-nine per cent the 
children all grades read the funnies. The 
characters and incidents from the comics figure 
largely the conversations and free play 
children. Comics are the chief item ex- 
change children’s groups. Children are 
exposed the comics constantly adult 
conversations, radio, movies, inexpensive 
books and magazines, and advertising. The 
most widely known personalities the printed 
page are comic strip characters. Interest 
the comics extends through all grades and 
ages. comics represent type art that 
has strong appeal children. They give 
children the opportunity use imaginative 
ideas. The popularity the funnies furnishes 
natural motivation for reading. 


Parents and teachers frequently criticize 
the comics and complain about the children’s 
devotion them. the whole the comics 
are wholesome, regardless their fantastic 


. 
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Because reading interests are 
developmental nature, new tastes must 
grow out previous interests the printed 
page. utilizing this natural, well estab- 
lished and almost universal interest the 
comics, teachers have starting-point upop 
which build better reading tastes. The fol- 
lowing are suggestions how use comics 


the classroom: 


10. 


Teach the child discriminate between 
monotonous, stupid comics and those 
genuinely interesting and funny. 

Use the comics the reading readiness 
program. 

Use the comics developing skill 
using picture clues. 

Use the strip comics develop left-to- 
right eye-movement 


Provide abundance comics for the 
children’s leisure reading—have children 
contribute their favorite comics. 


Teachers should become familiar with the 
with the children. 

changing their attitude condemna- 
tion indifference study the 
comics and children’s experiences with 
them, teachers are able (1) better 
guide the children’s reading interests and 
(2) become influential improving the 
general level the funny papers. 


not ridicule condemn the chil- 
dren’s reading interests. Use only in- 
direct, positive methods attempting 
improve their reading tastes. 


Recognize individual differences read- 
ing tastes. Reading preferences are, 
should be, and probably always will 
different regardless teachers’ efforts 
create uniformity. 

Gradually extend the interest the 
popular funnies books and magazines 


12. 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


20. 


21. 


higher level, but where humor, ad- 
venture and mystery are chiefly told 
pictures; for example, True Comics, The 
Bible Visualized Series, Life, 
Science, and such books Picture Tales 
From the Russian Valery Carrick. 
Transfer children’s interests the art 
caricature. Encourage children draw 
original cartoons and caricatures. This 
may stimulate reading for information 
and ideas. 

Encourage children make scrapbooks 
collections timely comics, cartoons 
and caricatures. 

Make use such pictorial columns 
“Believe Not”, “This Queer World,” 
“Scott’s Scrap Book”, etc. 


Sometimes tastes for the comics can 
diverted into studies the picture writ- 
ing among Indians the Egyptians. 


Easy reading makes enjoyable reading, 
and that one reason for the popularity 
the comics. See that the library has 
plenty EASY reading material that 
may substituted for the comics. 
Remember children want something that 
can read quickly. 

Remember that children need something 
make them laugh and thrill them. 


Remember that children need recreational 
reading that gives temporary escape from 
the daily routine the schoolroom where 
everything scheduled and predictable. 


Children also need reading that provides 
good emotional outlets through humor, 
thrill, imagination, and adventure. 


The comics meet the above four require- 
ments. compete popularity with 
the comics, other recreational reading 
should possess some these qualities. 


Remember that children outgrow their 
present tastes and interests with matur- 


8. 
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ity, especially when constantly stimulated 
other persons who are interested 
the better types reading. 

22. Finally, remember that the printed page 
becomes literature only when enters 
creatively into the experience in- 
dividual. the Katzenjammer Kids 
arouses the interest and sensitivity 
child, literature and may serve 
purpose for that child which the classics 
not. 


Reading for Different Purposes 

Children should taught different reading 
skills for different purposes. The newspaper 
offers natural situation for illustrating and 
practicing these skills—reading for detailed 
information, for leisure, for study, for general 
ideas, for immediate recall permanent re- 
tention. The newspaper lends itself especially 
well teaching the indispensable art skim- 
ming. The ability glean material rapidly 
necessary for advanced reading achieve- 
ment. necessary for the profitable use 
reference books, makes reading useful 
habit, stimulates independent thinking about 
the content, makes wide reading possible, and 
develops the ability organize. Following 
are few suggestions for developing this skill: 


Have the class glance over the page for 
some particular objective. 

Have the children read and discuss the 
headlines. 


Teach how make use the subtitles 
news column. 


Have the children read news story 
answer few specific details which may 
have been raised discussing the head- 
lines titles. 

Teach how use clues from pictures, 
graphs, maps, and other illustrations 


get the story without reading every de- 
tail. 
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Have children read for the main idea 
paragraph news item. 

Teach children summarize general 
ideas, 

Have individual children select and re- 
port item which they find 
special interest—sports, church news, 
social events, human interest story, 
general news. Allow children freedom 
satisfying their own individual tastes. 
Emphasize that every one does not read 
the same thing newspaper... there 
something there for everyone. 


How Use Newspapers the Classroom 

Besides the illustrations and the comics, 
there are many other uses for the newspaper 
the classroom. Following are additional 
suggestions which may stimulate interest, help 
develop reading ability, and motivate class 
activities: 

Encourage children look for items 
interest, cut them out and bring class. 

Give children ample opportunity use 
the clippings discussions, reports, scrap- 
books, bulletin board for special 
projects. 

Have children make scrapbooks news 
interests. 

Have children keep files for dated clip- 
pings. 

Make bulletin boards interesting items. 

Collect “Pictures the News”. 

the News,” etc. 

Use preparing for debates. 

Use source material for various classes 
and class projects. Include newspaper 
items for children use references 
whenever possible preparing lessons. 

10. Use reference material for reports— 
oral, written, group and individual. 
11. Make lists new terms and expressions. 
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12. such classes geography, history, 
health, civics, and arithmetic make use 
the maps, charts, graphs, and diagrams 
printed the newspaper. 

13. Have children make their own charts, 
graphs, and diagrams from the statistics 
and reports, such market prices and 
weather reports. 

14. Use the advertisements for store projects 
and arithmetic classes. 

15. Have current newspapers available for 
leisure and reference reading, and extra 
copies that may cut for various 
purposes. 

16. Provide file, table, racks the 
schoolroom for current papers. 

17. Encourage reading local events—ball 
games, Red Cross drive, parade, etc. 
which children have experienced. 

18. Have children read newspapers the 
news they have listened over the radio. 


19. Use newspapers guide selecting 
movies. 

20. Use indirect method stimulating 
interest church services, concerts, and 
other worthwhile local 


21. Provide the opportunity and guidance 
which will enable the children write 
their own weekly monthly school 
class newspaper. 

22. Encourage children make their own 
critical evaluations news stories. 

23. Have children report “school news” 
weekly contribution the local news- 
paper. 

The newspapers furnish excellent material 
for vocational and avocational guidance. 
Every child should taught how make 
full and discriminating use the following: 

Help-wanted advertisements, lost and 
found columns. 

Weather forecasts, time tables, radio 
schedules, shipping news. 
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Farm helps, homemaking, cooking, child 
care, dressmaking and fashion columns. 
Sport news—baseball scores, football, 
basketball, etc. 
Health, medical 
columns. 
Market quotations and business trends. 
Advertisements. 


advice, 


Book reviews, guide music, art, and 
general cultural enrichment. 

Editorials and other columns forming 
public opinion and promoting commun- 
ity welfare and interests. 


The daily newspaper, 
factor the American way life, deserves 
special attention our schools. reading 
public informed public. teach the 
newspaper the classroom means (1) culti- 
vating reading habit that children will use 
adulthood for business, pleasure, and in- 
formation, (2) improving the ability dis- 
criminate and evaluate news, information, and 
propaganda, and (3) developing well informed 
and discerning citizenship. 
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Language medium communication 
and tool thought. our chief means 
for expressing ideas, for receiving ideas and 
feelings expressed others, and for com- 
municating information and knowledge. 
marvelous instrument, adjustable the 
one-syllable utterances very young children 
well the intricately worded statements 
the most profound philosophers; adjustable 
the first pencilled scrawls child writing 
Santa Claus well the masterpieces 
literary genius. 


Language used continually children 
and adults. The process may spontaneous 
planned, rehearsed interchange thought. 
commonplace expression which living to- 
gether demands. 


Thought and power use language 
hand hand. Both are enriched experi- 
ence. The use language tool thought 
involves ability speak and listen, in- 
terpret the thought others, read and 
write. Speaking and listening begin develop 
babyhood and are effective tools long before 
most children enter school. Reading and writ- 
ing develop more gradually children feel 
their need. speak and listen far more than 
read and write. 


Language development varies greatly with 
individual children. dependent upon 


physical, mental and emotional development, 
upon the environment children and upon 
their experiences. Children vary their rate 
development and their verbal capacity. 
They differ the environment which 
they live and the experiences which living 
offers them. These differences are responsi- 
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ble for wide variations their use language 
and their need for using it. 


Successful use language vital the 
emotional stability, and confidence. Success 
using language vital progress every 
phase life. not merely school issue. 
Living with people makes imperative demands 
upon language skills. Personal development, 
adjustment one’s fellow men and social co- 
operation are dependent upon some means 
impression and expression. Speech the 
most commonly used, though not the only 
tool for these purposes. 


This conception the nature language 
and the nature children leads broad 
interpretation the place the language 
arts program school. When the use lan- 
guage social activity, learning use lan- 
guage and improving its use should proceed 
environment conducive social activity. 
Language integral part every 
the school day. Improvement language 
usage will come not only through special 
activities designed for this purpose but also 
correlate rich and meaningful school 
program. The teacher should aware all 
times opportunities assist children use 
language more effectively. Conversation, story- 
telling, letter writing, are but few the 
activities that provide worthwhile practice 
correct usage. Learning how use language 
effectively should hand hand with the 
desire use it. 


1This report was prepared faculty committee 
the New Haven (Conn.) State Teachers College. Mem- 
bers the committee are: Ruth Blunt, Marjorie 
Carroll, Myra Foster, Maxine French, Vera Mur- 
ray, Sylvia Patten, Tenna Steele, Esther 
and Iva Mercer, 


This conception the nature language 
and the nature children places obli- 
gation upon the school give children 
opportunities acquire ideas through experi- 
encing and opportunities share ideas. Con- 
tacts wth people, places, and things will 
satisfy children’s curiosity, add their store 
information and fire their imaginations. 
The school should develop the types en- 
vironment and activity which give impulse 
and direction rich program language 
and give children sense security when ex- 
pressing 


Listening important learning. Too 
little emphasis has been placed upon good 
listening. Children must taught the tech- 
niques listening they are taught those 
speech. Inability listen effectively re- 
duces one’s command language. Conditions 
which foster inattention handicap good listen- 
ing. Effective listening will increase child’s 
vocabulary, add his store knowledge and 
may lead the development apprecia- 
tion literature, sense humor, reverence, 
and appreciation beauty. Listening con- 
tributes the development child’s per- 
sonality helping him function in- 
dividual his group. Conversational ability 
the essence pleasing personality and skill 
conversation socially desirable. Conversa- 
tional .ability involves listening well 
speaking. 


Variations children’s ability use lan- 
guage and the situations which they use 
make impossible set satisfactory 
grade age standards minimum essentials 
for language skills. can, however, set 
well defined objectives which will point the 
way for the language arts program the 
elementary school. can assume the re- 
sponsibility for providing for growth lan- 
guage abilities for diagnosing needs and 
measuring growth. Such procedure allows 
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place for remedial work for speech defects, for 
incorrect usage and for other language errors. 
The procedure requires the cooperation 
home and school for successful Teach- 
ers and children work together primarily for 
growth rather than for perfection achieve- 
ment. Effort the part children im- 
prove the language arts presupposes that 
they know their shortcomings and that they 
are helped note improvement. 


The Teacher’s Part the Language 
Arts Program 

This statement point view regarding 
language reveals the importance the teach- 
er’s part carrying the program. The 
the school group and guide. Children 
are imitators. They are strongly influenced 
the speech which they hear. The teacher must 
use languge effectively, self-critical, and 
improve her speech. 


The teacher important listener, also. 
Unless teacher listens she missing the 
opportunity learn the children’s needs and 
their capabilities. audience one person 
far more satisfactory shy child than 
group. The teacher will participate chil- 
dren’s conversations but will not dominate 
them. When children are loss for word 
phrase the teacher will help them ex- 
press themselves. The entire school day offers 
opportunities for natural, informal conversa- 
tion discussion. the teacher’s part 
realize and utilize the possibilities for language 
teaching the life the school from day 
day. 

teacher listener and conversationalist 
becomes acquainted with the children. When 
children are conversing informally they dis- 
close their interests and details home life. 
They talk about their hobbies and their friends. 


Children unconsciously reveal traits per- 
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sonality when they are conversing writing 
freely. Errors speech, speech defects, and 
mannerisms often appear during informal 
conversations. teacher can determine the 
needs the group and individuals within 
the group considering the disclosures and 
the revelations which she has noted and the 
children who made them. She will lead the 
children realization these needs and 
plan with them for necessary practice and 
correction. There will needs which the 
children are not conscious. Conversation, dis- 
cussion, and written expression will show that 
some the children lack ideas and experi- 
ences. They have nothing about which they 
want talk write. The teacher will pro- 
vide variety experiences—interesting, 
humorous, beautiful—and she will take time 
talk over these experiences while they are 
fresh and significant the children. She will 
build appreciation the beauty, the 
mystery, the value commonplace things. 


The teacher must plan for school en- 
vironment which will stimulate the children’s 
interests and challenge them experiment 
with materials and tools. The environment 


must friendly and social that children 


father’s newspaper, puts his tail down 
and sadly slinks out the room. When 
are the farm winter, leaps 
through the snow, which nearly high 
is, and his little red tongue hangs out 
his mouth. When time for his sup- 


CONTROLLED COMPOSITION THE SIXTH GRADE 
from page 323) 
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will free talk and write spontaneously 
about their materials and experiences and thus 
develop emotional stability and confidence, 
and, through these, freedom expression. 
Freedom expression involves the ability 
maintain desirable balance accuracy, 
originality, and spontaneity, and the ability 
imagine and create. the teacher’s 
part learn estimate the growth chil- 
dren these abilities which not lend them- 
selves actual measurement. 


The teacher will concerned that each 
child makes progress—rather than that each 
child achieves common goal. Practice and 
drill have their places the learning process. 
They should planned meet individual 
needs and carried under conditions 
which are conducive learning. Some chil- 
dren will need help eliminating baby talk, 
unpleasant voice, stuttering, 
Others will need help acquiring habits 
correct usage. Practice correct usage should 
definitely tied actual participation 
such activities story-telling, carrying mes- 
sages, writing letters. The teacher must re- 
serve time for practice and for remedial work 
and she must supervise these activities. 


per, gets his hind legs and dances 
for like organgrinder’s monkey beg- 
ging for pennies. think Sunny good 
name for him because always bright 
and cheerful except when has guilty 


conscience. 


Textbooks and the Educative 
Process 


DISCUSSION 


School administrators, supervisors, 
and teachers throughout the country will 
read with keen interest Professor 
Yoakam’s scholarly and useful article 
this issue the Review. They will 
grateful for both his account the 
technique employed and the report 
his findings. 

There will, however, some dis- 
agreement about the educational impli- 
cations the data. The editor the 
Review, for example, questions certain 
the assumptions listed the introduction 
Dr. Yoakam’s article. For convenience 
the hypotheses are here listed with the 
editorial comment: 


“As long continue teach 
children grade groups would seem 
evident that single textbook could 
ever equally well-adjusted all the 
children within the grade 


Comment: 


“The best that could the 
single class grade-group plan, would 
seem use materials aimed the 


Comment: this the best can 
do, must resign ourselves the most 
appalling inefficiency. admit this 
say that all our best thinking and re- 
search teaching methods not only has 
failed reach the typical classroom but 
must necessarily continue fail so. 
Aiming theoretical em- 
bracing per cent class blunder- 
buss teaching its worst, since the range 
within the per cent much too wide 
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target, even the other per cent 
remedial classes. 


The range differences includes, 
course, not only the spread general 
reading ability but also reading 
difficulty and vast diversity reading 
interests. Dr. Yoakam fails make 
clear why instruction the single-class, 
group plan cannot individual- 
ized both methods and materials. 


“In the past have seemed 
aim the top the group, certainly not 
the bottom, and seldom the mid- 
dle.” 


Comment: Dr. Yoakam’s evidence 
amply supports this generalization. 


“Textbooks written 
for certain groups are practical impossi- 


bility since publisher could afford 
print them.” 


Comment: Evidence, please? The 
abundance and diversity the new chil- 
dren’s books, written and illustrated 
the best writers and artists the land, 
would suggest the possibility produc- 
ing juvenile publications high quality, 
not only- for special groups, but for all 
the individuals class. 


Two copies each fifteen titles en- 
tails relatively little more cost than thirty 
copies single title, and certainly 
assortment standard readers from 
several grade levels more expensive 
than the straightjacket system employing 
the same book for every child. 


“Therefore, would seem that 
should aim have our textbooks, 
the interests economy, aimed that 
they will the greatest good for the 
greatest number.” 


Comment: Yes, must use 
single textbook for whole class. 


Textbooks and “basal” readers have 
performed important function 
American education, and will doubt 
continue many schools for 
many years. Their scientifically con- 
trolled vocabularies, their use interest 
themes taken from child experience, 
and their provision for the development 
comprehensive skills reading have 
measurably increased the efficiency in- 
struction reading, particularly the 
case inexperienced and indequately 
trained teachers. 


But most these textbooks 
are lost when all the children class 
use the same book, and even when two 
three levels are recognized. have 
learned anything about the reading pro- 
cess, have learned that highly 
individual experience, and that reading 
materials must adjusted the needs 
the learner. Failure make such ad- 
justment creates rather than eliminates 
difficulties. 


Responsibility for this situation, 
rests one agency group 
alone. Many publishers, authors, school 
administrators, and teachers have com- 
placently assumed that regimentation 
inevitable. sufficient number teach- 
ers have, however, demonstrated that 
not inevitable, and that reading text- 
books well general reading ma- 
terials can effectively used well- 
motivated, individualized teaching situa- 
tion. John DeBoer 
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REPLY THE EDITOR 

Since Mr. DeBoer and agree 
items and article, “The Read- 
ing Difficulty School Textbooks” under 
the subtitle, “Hypotheses,” shall con- 
fine reply items and and 
answer Mr. DeBoer’s objections 
specifically and directly possible. 
glad that article stimulated Mr. 
DeBoer editorialize it. should 
like point out that the “hypotheses” 
were gratis and are not generalizations 
based upon the data presented the 
article. other words, the writer un- 
necessarily “stuck his neck out.” that 
may, however, here are answers: 


single class, grade-group plan, would 
seem use materials aimed the 


This assumes that many teachers will 
and use single basic textbook for 
part, least, their instructional ma- 
terials. should like point out that 
indicate that have not aimed 
successfully even the theoretical aver- 
age. quite well aware the range 
individuil differences class 
group. should like feel that teachers 
are present trained use variety 
materials basic reading instruction. In- 
quiry among the members graduate 
class composed experienced teachers 
and administrators failed show that 
such the case. was assured that 
their judgment, class instruction involv- 
ing the use single textbook essen- 
tial and that they believed that there 
tendency among theorists the present 
time over-emphasize the need for dif- 
ferentiated materials. They insist that 
there also grave need for common 
interests and experiences the interests 
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TEXTBOOKS AND THE EDUCATIVE PROCESS 


social integration. However, believe 
that their individual free reading and 
library reading children should have the 
greatest possible opportunity for satisfy- 
ing individual interests and needs. 


“Textbooks 
for certain groups are practical im- 
possibility since publisher could afford 
print them.” 


publisher the present has offered 
basic readers for slow, average, and fast 
learning children, separate series for 
each. Special class teachers assure 
that they find great difficulty locating 
material for the slow learning child. 
Juvenile literature, trade books 
they are called, are not textbooks. 
agree with Mr. DeBoer the desirabil- 
ity using variety materials, but 
have failed find single teacher who 
can successfully use “two copies each 
fifteen titles rather than thirty copies 
books adapted two three levels 
within grade group. could get 
the average teacher even this, 
should much farther advanced toward 
the treatment individual differences 
than are present. 


“Therefore, would seem that 
should aim have our textbooks, 
the interests economy, aimed that 
they will the greatest good the 
greatest number.” 


Comment: Why not, even use 
multiple books? there any reason for 
ignore the fact that textbooks are 
presumed graded? they are 
graded, then they should graded. 
they purport aimed the fifth 
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grade, then they should aim accurately 
and not fact either grade two 
too difficult too easy. 


glad that Mr. DeBoer appre- 
ciates the contribution made American 
education “textbooks and basal read- 
ers.” not agree with him that “most 
the values textbooks are lost when 
all the children class use the same 
book, and even when two three levels 
are recognized.” The reading process 
not highly individualized that not 
possible good job teaching 
reading having children divided into 
two three groups given class and 
using single basal book with each class. 
only class groups that 
seven pupils. Absolute individual in- 
struction too time-consuming and ex- 
pensive permit its use yet 
educating the citizens democracy; 
and even were possible, might 
undesirable educate nation rugged 
individualists. 


thorough sympathy with Mr. DeBoer’s 
desire resist regimentation and that 
believe heartily giving every child 
broad and rich reading experience 
possible. belief that steady prog- 
ress being made the improvement 
teaching materials. The defects revealed 
article are part due the lack 
data which has been available read- 
ing levels and reading difficulty. 

Gerald Yoakam 


REPLY DR. YOAKAM 

Dr. Yoakam cites the reports 
graduate students who follow the single 
textbook plan. majority in-service 
teachers the writer’s classes, Over 
period nearly fifteen years, confirm 
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these reports, although the number 
those who individualize reading instruc- 
tion has steadily increased. 

Their testimony apparently differs 
from that Dr. Yoakam’s students 
one particular, however. These students 
are dissatisfied with the results obtained 
under regimented plan. They complain 
that many pupils encounter serious 
culties reading, and they seek guidance 
overcome the difficulties. 

child who daily, and year after 
year, experiences the frustration read- 
ing without adequate comprehension be- 


cause the reading material too difficult 
multiplies his reading difficulties. Not 
only theorists, but alert classroom teach- 
ers know this. 

But perhaps this point the discus- 
sion should turned over the audi- 
ence. Readers the Review are invited 
contribute their experiences with both 
regimented and differentiated instruction 
reading, for future consideration 
this magazine. Meanwhile are grate- 
ful Dr. Yoakam for opening the 
question and presenting the results his 
timely study. 

John DeBoer 


GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH CHRISTMAS BOOKS 


from page 303) 


Seredy, Kate, The Good Master, Viking, 1935. 
the Christmas chapters this story 
you will learn about some customs the 
Wright 
The teacher the opinion that the 
boys and girls, after having been thus intro- 
duced the Christmas books, experienced 
difficulty locating and selecting the Christ- 


country Hungary. 


mas stories, poems, and plays the books 
after they were placed reserve their 
library. 

Their reading needed further motiva- 
tion the children looked forward the 
hour the library with eagerness and when 
one child said, the best hour the 
day,” chorus voices agreed. 
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The Educational Scene 


The 1945 edition Bibliography 
Elementary Education and Related Fields 
now available and may ordered from the 
Department Supervision and Curriculum 
Development the National Education Asso- 
ciation, 1201 Sixteenth Street, W., Wash- 
ington The booklet was prepared 
McSwain Northwestern University 
and others. The Bibliography designed 
meet the needs all school people. The pub- 
lications are classified and annotated. list- 
ing professional magazines 
included. Price $0.25 copy. 


The Elementary School Journal for Octo- 
ber, 1945 contains article Dr. 
Dolch entitled “How Hard Were the Mc- 
Guffey Dr. Dolch finds that Mc- 
Guffey, although lacking scientific devices 
for determining reading difficulty, graded his 
readers “feeling” for the growth 
the children reading step step, 
perhaps year year. any case hit upon 
real progression, the words. the first 
thousand steadily decreasing from 73.1 per 
cent 13.5 per cent. “The remarkable thing,” 
declares Dr. Dolch, that editors modern 
readers have, some process, hit upon almost 
exactly the same progression and difficulty, 
but one book higher.” 


The same issue the Elementary School 
Journal presents article Walter Le- 
Baron the development program 
continuous progress the elementary school. 
The article too lengthy summarize here, 
but lays emphasis upon the importance 
home-school relationships and the continuity 
the program the guidance child 
growth. “When the entire supervisory and 
teaching personnel the elementary school,” 
concludes the author, “are willing translate 


sound principles pupil progress into effec- 
tive variations practice, shall begin 
see more attention given the social and 
emotional needs children program 
which places greater stress wholesome child 
development.” 


The last children’s book list pub- 
lished the Council Books Wartime, 
Inc., entitled United Through Books. This 
brief annotated and classified list chil- 
dren’s books America the South, the 
British Commonwealth, China and the Philip- 
pines, Russia, and Europe. The leaflet may 
secured from the Bowker Company, 
West 45th Street, New York City for 
$1.95 per hundred copies. 


The Association for the Study Negro 
Life and History publishes appropriate ma- 
terials for use connection with the celebra- 
tion Negro History Week, which takes place 
during the week February 10, 1946. The 
address the organization 1538 Ninth 
Street, W., Washington, 


The Office Education the 
Federal Security Agency announced recently 
that publication its monthly official journal 
School Life was resumed with the Octo- 
ber, 1945 issue. School- Life, well known 
educators for the past quarter century, had 
been replaced during the war years the 
emergency bi-weekly Education for Victory, 
which kept educators informed the many 
and varied war programs related education, 
and education’s vital contribution the win- 
ning the war. Education for Victory ceased 
publication with the issue June 20, 1945. 
School Life will published monthly except 
August and September. will continue, 
before the war, bring its readers reports 
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and results significant studies specialists 
the many educational fields. may 
obtained subscription $1.00 per year 
from the Superintendent Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 


The National Conference Christians 
and Jews (Midwest Area Office, Room 918, 
203 North Wabash, Chicago Ill.) has pub- 
lished attractive leaflet entitled Reading for 
Democracy, 1945-46, its series 
for Young Americans.” The excellent list 
annotated and classified according age 
groups. 


Interesting free educational materials 
aviation are now available from the United 
Air Lines, 5959 South Cicero Avenue, 


Chicago 38, Ill. Pictures, posters, folders, and 
various types elementary reading material 
attractively illustrated are included 
collection. 


THE ELEMENTARY ENGLISH REVIEW 


The photograph below reprinted from 
Ebony, picture magazine devoted Negro 
life and activities America. The new 
periodical published the Negro Digest 
Publishing Company, Chicago, 


The Annual Seminar Reading Disabili- 
ties will conducted the Reading Clinic, 
Department Psychology, Temple Univer- 
sity, from January February 1946. 
Lectures, demonstrations, and discussions will 
used develop the central theme: Differ- 
entiated Remedial and Corvective Reading. 
Topics for successive days are: Approaches 
Analysis Reading Disabilities, The 
Analysis Program, Case History, Social and 
Emotional Factors, Physical Factors, Capacity 
for Reading, Reading and General Language 
Achievement, Classification Reading Prob- 
lems, Remedial and Corrective Procedures. 
The activities the Seminar will differ- 
entiated meet the needs classroom teach- 
ers, remedial teachers, school psychologists, 
supervisors, administrators, neurologists, and 
vision specialists. Advanced registration re- 
quired. For further information regarding the 
one-week Seminar, write Dr. Betts, 
Director the Reading Clinic, Temple Uni- 
versity, Philadelphia (22) Pennsylvania. 


Here are the December 1945 Junior 


Guild selections: 


For boys and girls, 6,7 and years age, 
The Antique Cat Bianca Bradbury, The 
John Winston Co., $2.00. 


For boys and girls, and years 
age The Mitchells Hilda van Stockum, The 
Viking Press, Inc., $2.50. 


For older girls, years age, 
Mystery Blue Gertrude Mallette, 
Doubleday, Doran and Company, $2.00. 


For older boys, years age, 
Hull-Down for Action Armstrong Sperry, 
Doubleday, Doran and Company, $2.00. 
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Review and Criticism 


[The brief reviews this issue were written Helen Sattley, Jean Gardiner Smith, 
Phyllis Fenner, Audrey Carpenter, Kathryn Hodapp, Dorothy Smith, Irene 
Irwin, Frances Whitehead, Elizabeth Guilfoile and Charlemae Rollins. 


City for John Tunis. Har- 
court, Brace Co., $2.00. 

Strikes school children Indiana, 
Chicago. Juvenile delinquency the spread 
all over the country. What are we, teach- 
ers, doing give our children understand- 
ing the underlying causes, the dangers in- 
volved, the possible solutions? Might not 
favorite author able put across ideas 
which have not succeeded doing? 
City for Lincoln, John Tunis has given 
tool. 


begins with Don Henderson’s Springfield 
Wildcats the finals the Indiana state bas- 
ketball tournament, goes Don’s director- 
ship the Juvenile Aid Division, through 
which successfully helps boys and girls— 
and their parents—who have gotten into trou- 
ble, shows how the Division wiped out 
when Don refuses allow children influ- 
ential parents “get by,” carries the young. 
coach through his fight for mayor, race 
has entered because feels time the 
town returned the people instead 
being run few big names. His plans for 
mayor include greatly widened juvenile aid 
program and the community purchase the 
Central Valley Power Plant that the thou- 
sands dollars cleared from the plant each 
year may turned back the people rather 
than snatched away absentee owners. 
his political campaign, Don backed 
the CIO union and his high school boys and 
girls. 


The book Middletown for young 
people, exposing many the same elements, 
hatreds, and tensions which the Lynds exposed 
for adults. might have been easier for us, 
teachers, the Democrats and the Republi- 
cans had been called fictitious names, but 
this writer never pulls any punches. Through 
all the characteristic Tunis plea for fair 
play, for the right every boy and man 
his place the sun, for the great, broad 


How the Automobile Learned Run. 
Illustrated Herbert Kruckman. 
Young World Books, International Pub- 
lishers, $1.25. 

gay account the automobile and its 
ancestors, simply told that some third 
graders will able read and interesting 
enough that some seventh graders will want 
so. Many illustrations artist who 
often has great sense humor. 

Two Team. Lorraine and Jerrold 
Illustrated Ernest Chrichlow. Har- 
court, Brace Co., $1.75. 

Two small boys played together everyday. 
They were the same age and same size and 
both wanted make coaster. But the 
coaster each made for himself was not strong 
enough they found that making one to- 
gether and playing with one together was 
more satisfactory—and more fun, too. Ted 
was Negro boy and Paul white boy, the 
illustrations show us. never would have 
known from the text. Important, isn’t it, 
that such nice little book can carry such 
significant theme natural way? 
hope it’s the forerunner several more for 
any and all grades, This one picture book 
age and second graders can read themselves. 

North Fork. Doris Viking, $2.00. 
With her well-developed social conscious- 

ness Doris Gates has written another story 

that help establish right human rela- 
tions through mutual understanding. North 

Fork the tale thirteen-year-old “poor 

little rich boy” whose parents were killed 

airplane crash. His aunt took him out the 
private school where was all set become 

stuffy little snob, and sent him North 

Fork the Sierra Nevadas live with the 

superintendent his father’s lumber mill. 

When entered the eighth grade the local 

school found that was the only white 

boy class Indians. there 
were complications, but these are resolved 
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gradually and satisfactorily under the eyes 
wise teacher and through the native good 
sense the boys. The descriptions and 
episodes ring true, for Doris Gates has lived 
just such environment. She observes 
keenly, writes vividly, understands children, 
and realizes that the world enters the 
Atomic Age the Golden Rule has become spot 
news. 


Son Thunder, Patrick Henry. Julia 
Carson. Longmans, Green Co., $2.50. 
excellent biography the Virginia 

boy who taught himself law and who grew 

one the founders our nation. 

Junior and senior high school people will thrill 

this story the fiery, unconventional man 

who fought keep for the people the rights 
mankind and who, later, fought rekindle 
his fellows that spirit which had helped 
the United States the war,” but, having 
been forgotten, was causing them “lose the 
peace.” timely reminder for those 
who get discouraged about the outcome 
the United Nations. Vivid pictures the 
making—and amending—of the Constitution, 

New Found World. Katherine 
Illustrated Falls. Viking, $3.50. 
give adequate account Latin 

America from prehistoric times the present 

252 pages almost impossible and indicates 

the weakness the book. Only pages are 
devoted the 1900’s, and literature, art, and 
politics are all discussed. The author assumes 
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From The New Found World. (Viking) 
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certain knowledge the part the reader 
which most young people not possess 
that the book difficult for the beginner 
while too superficial for the person who 
already has the background. Too broad 
canvas has been attempted. should have 
been limited either time territory. 


Junior high school. 


Sylvia Sings Apples. Martha Gwinn 
Kiser. Decorations Margaret Ayer. 
Longmans, $2.00. 

pretty patchwork quilt story 
pieced from bits the nineteenth century: 
the costumes the period, the first oil lamps, 
early train rides, country stores, trees planted 
Johnny Appleseed, and the Boston book- 
shop with Longfellow, Holmes, Hawthorne, 
Thoreau, and Lowell all arriving the hour 
Sylvia chooses visit. Sylvia loves pretty 
dresses and longs write. The poem from 
which the book takes its title mediocre 
that one can only hope that Mount Holyoke 
gave the poet something grow on. The 
love theme taken care the young col- 
lege student who selling oil lamps instead 
magazine subscriptions. appears the 
chapters and returns the conclud- 
ing chapter propose Sylvia. The only 
character really come alive Widow who 
faces ducking demurely saucy. For girls. 


Fair the Morning. Loula Grace Erdman. 
Decorations Erick Berry. Longmans, 
$2.00. 

Instead going large modern school, 
Connie Thurman takes the poorest school 
rural community. While the reader gets some 
idea the problems teacher faces, the story 
ends very blithely with the handsome young 
landowner promising the happiest futures 
Connie and the Grades 8-10. 


The Silver Inkwell. Phyllis Whitney. 
Illustrated Hilda Fromholz. Houghton, 
$2.00. 

Lynn Sheridan wants author, but 
resents all criticism her work. When she 
finally writes about the things she really 
familiar with, success begins come. The 
plot follows the usual Whitney pattern the 
heroine’s being helped and falling love 
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with the young man whom she detests. This 
time they both work publishing house. 
Not too well integrated, but will popular 
with girls who want modern career stories. 


Nick and Nan Yucatan. Alan Crane. 

Illustrated the author. Nelson. 

slight story with the usual ingredients: 
two North American children travelling 
alone, and Latin American child whose one 
desire visit the United States. Unfortu- 
nately Fito lost the gold chain which was 
have paid for his journey. can antici- 
pated, Nick and Nan find swallow’s nest 
and all’s well that ends well except for what 
would seem thoroughly untypical pic- 
ture the economic status poor family 
Yucatan. Although various facts inter- 
est are presented through text and illustration, 
the author-artist should able give more 
deeply understanding book than this super- 


Border Iron. Herbert Best. Illustrated 

Erick Berry. Viking, $2.00. 

somewhat melodramatic tale the 
early 1700’s, concerned with the border dis- 
putes between York Province and Massachu- 
setts over iron ore. Junior high boys will like 
because the story not cluttered with 
girls but remains thoroughly masculine. The 
deep bond between Tod, the hero, and the 
sheepdog Limb gives added interest. Despite 
the overdrawing the villains, the story 
convincing. 
Kathrene Pinkerton. Harcourt, 

Brace, $2.00. 

“nothing unusual” book about the Jack- 
man family Ontario north woods. Ann 
Jackman takes friend home from boarding 


school for the holidays. She finds the Indians 


From Windigo (Harcourt, Brace) 
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frightened because young Indian. friend 
believed turned into Windigo, which 
the Indians think will turn him into canni- 
bal. Ann and her brother and two friends 
undertake solve the mystery, run into 
unscrupulous white trader, and have much 
excitement. The style seems little weak, but 
the plot well worked out and the back- 
ground and atmosphere are fresh. For 
year old girls. 


Secrets. Jessie Orton Jones. Pictures 

Elizabeth Orton Viking, $2.00. 

poem,” said the little girl. And, golly, 
this pretty little book has stymied too. 
one judged the outside one would say, 
“What darling book. What sweet pictures!” 
But when one reads, one wonders, with the 
little girl... what it? They are not poems, 
for poem picture something. There 
rhythm. The thought often not even 
beautiful. written with what supposed 
remembering back without success. Some 
the are rather nice, mildly so. Others 
seem very ordinary me. bet that one 
would like them without 
Shouldn’t thoughts able stand alone 
without illustrations? think so. 

Petar’s Treasure. Clara Ingram Judson. 

Illustrated Ursula Koerling. Houghton 

Mifflin Company, $2.00. 

This the fourth came from—” 
books, the others being about the immigrants 
this country from Sweden, from France, 
from Petar’s family came from 
Dalmatia the early 1900’s seek liveli- 
hood Biloxi. This gives splendid picture 
the hope America holds out its strange, 
new families and turn, how proud and 
happy these families are partake that 
hope—and how much they give back this 
country return for it. happy and lively 
story. Fourth through seventh grades. 

Enemies Icy Margaret Bell. 

William Morrow, $2.00. 

There are not many stories with 
Alaskan background and salmon fishing, 
this out the ordinary for that reason. The 
Craig family have stay Alaska for the 
winter because the salmon run failed. Robert 
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Craig finds more excitement than had ex- 
pected. Two men appear who seem 
hunters out season when they shoot 
Robert’s pet deer, but who turn out 
worse than that. Someone sells liquor the 
Indians. Someone sets fire the cannery. 
Robert and his Indian friend are great dan- 
ger. good story. Boys should find 
exciting. 


Take the Children. Dorothy King. 

William Morrow, $1.50. 

One the “toy” books which the 
reader take the paper doll child home 
his own country. Each child the costume 
his country, English, French, Russian, 
Dutch, Swiss, Norwegian. asked teacher 
try this with her second grade. What the 
children learned from was amazing. They 
learned the flags, the costumes, and something 
about the countries. After hearing their en- 
thusiasm respect increased for this book, 
and the teacher reported, “It may the end 
long line such books but certainly 
the most useful.” 


Turtles. Written and illustrated Wilfrid 

Bronson. Harcourt, Brace, $1.75. 

new book Wilfrid Bronson al- 
ways joy. And book about turtles 
needed. This one can understood, even 
librarian. large type, easily read 
the very youngest reader. has straight facts 
liked all ages. tells all about turtles, 
what they eat, how their babies are hatched, 


From The Turtles (Harcourt, Brace) 


and about the different varieties 
All points are illustrated with large black and 
white drawings, and always with Bronson, 
has humor and presents his subject terms 
things children already know. The little 
children will read just for fun and the 
science teacher read for information. 


Stuffy. Written and illustrated Rowena 

Laird. William Morrow. $1.50. 

The story little boy who ate much 
grew bigger and bigger. The obvious moral 
irritated but children seemed delight 
it. The illustrations are bad and the type 


Fish Hook Island Mystery. Wendell 
Farmer. Illustrated Ninon 
Doubleday, Doran, $2.00. 

Three children, handicapped the de- 
mands aunts and parents, ferret out the 
mystery abandoned shack, lost dog, 
derelict boat, and two suspicious characters. 
Each chapter contributes the march 
events; the children are natural and the story 
timely. This book will help satisfy the un- 
ceasing requests for mystery stories. Al- 
though the large heavy type belies the sixth 
seventh grade vocabulary, children those 
grades not hesitate read it. Interest 
held the very end. 


Necessary Nellie. Story and pictures Char- 
lotte Baker. Coward-McCann, $2.50. 
Nellie, stray dog, not only establishes 


herself necessary the happiness the 
five children who adopt her, but wins the 
respect the adults unearthing the lost 
mission bell. Nellie keeps the secret where 
she found the five dollars pay for the 
licenses her five pups. With three color 
picture every page, this book will please 
third and fourth grade boys and girls. Al- 
though the locale not clearly defined, and 
the dialogue seems over simplified, still 
likeable book, and good addition easily 
read dog stories, 


Bird Girl: Sacagawea. Flora Warren Sey- 
mour. Edward Caswell. 
Bobbs-Merrill, $1.50. 

This book another the 
Famous Americans” series that has been such 
blessing librarians and children who 
want long book that easy reading. Its 
format the same the rest the series, 
large heavy type, well spaced, with many 
black and white drawings. The story 
little slow starting, but picks interest 
from the time Sacagawea rescues her little 
brother from drowning. The reader left 
with the impression the Indian girl real 
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personality, colorful part our American 
history. Fourth grade children will enjoy this 


Sir Lancelot and Scamp. Written and illus- 
trated Margaret Johnson and Helen 
Lossing Johnson. Harcourt, Brace, $1.75. 
There never can too many Johnson 

stories, according notion. They combine 

good stories with easy reading that even the 
big boy girl who doesn’t read well will read 


LANCELOT 


From Sir Lancelot and Scamp (Harcourt, Brace) 


them. Sir Lancelot and Scamp excep- 
tion. Sir Lancelot, greyhound, was bought 
fight coyotes but was afraid. Scamp 
was little spaniel Lance found injured 
the roadside. Lance blamed for Scamp’s 
mischief and not allowed the house. 
When Lance drives off the puma that at- 
tacked the horse and colt taken into the 
heart the family. simple story and one 
children from eight ten will like. 

Brave Companions. Ruth Adams Knight. 

Illustrated Lynd Ward. Doubleday, 

$2.00. 

modern story man and his dogs. 
Valor, K-9 dog, loses her life the Pacific 
while defending her master, Lieut. Thomas 
Tolbert. Lieut. Tolbert badly wounded and 
blinded. Valor’s puppy, Joe, saves his 
sanity and becomes his eyes the training 
school for Seeing Eye dogs. Mrs. Knight has 
again written excellent dog story which 
both boys and girls will like. Grades six 
eight. 


Augustus. Claire Huchet Bishop. 
trated Grace Paul. Viking, $1.50. 

fancy” who walks into town Christmas 
Eve. After several adventures which include 
wrecking butcher shop, the entire town 
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pursues him and Augustus takes refuge 
church. There settles down among the life 
sized figures the Nativity, and the re- 
quest the priest remains take part the 
Christmas Eve service. The story dis- 
appointing and just falls short being con- 


Ask You, Ladies and Gentlemen. Leon 
Surmelian. With Introduction 
William Saroyan. Dutton, $2.75. 

When this biography was first published 
May, 1945, was reviewed length and 
always favorably many papers and maga- 
zines. The author has written sensitively 
his life Armenia, his childhood and youth 
during the persecutions the Turks, 
his final escape America. eminent- 
civilized book, full quiet humor and soul 
courage. Senior high school students and 
teachers will find has enduring quality and 
inspiration. 


Guess What’s the Grass. Lucy Sprague 
Mitchell. Illustrated Edward Glannon. 
Scott, $1.50. 


Little Fisherman. Margaret Wise 
Scott, $1.50. 


This the Bread that Betsy Ate. Irma 
Simonton Black. Illustrated Allen 
man. Scott, $1.25. 

format these three books have much 
common, Their subject matter well within 
the comprehension first graders, the type 
large and black, and the pictures are boldly 
colorful. style they are quite different one 
from another. The Little Fisherman has 
folk-tale flavor. big fisherman and little 
fisherman with similar adventures run true 
form, even the surprise ending. This 
the Bread that Betsy Ate repetitive story 
the manner The House That Jack Built. 
carries the story loaf bread back 
successive stages all the way the farmer 
who plants the seed. Guess What’s the 
Grass insects, birds, animals, and humans all 
look the same thing, and all get different 
impression it. timely little parable, 
the moral which is: You can’t always tell 
from where you sit. something 
accomplishment have written fourth 
dimensional story the nursery school level 
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The Little Boat Boy. Jean Bothwell. Illus- 
trated Margaret Ayer. 
Brace, $2.00. 

There are many stories today out 
the way places, many them which 
the facts stick out far before the story that 
foregone conclusion that children won’t 
like them. seems that story book 
the story should the important thing. This 
little book for the eight nine year old has 
good story Kashmir today, Hafiz and 
his family. The people seem real. Their 


From The Little Boat Boy (Harcourt, Brace) 


feelings toward each other are affectionate 
and tender. Hafiz does things boys all over 
the world would do, getting into more less 
trouble. There little excitement when the 
money lender threatens and worry right 
with the family and sigh with relief when 
things turn out well, Good print, readable 
looking page, good story simply told. The 
children will take it. 


The Silvery Flute. Olga Erbsloh Muller. 
Illustrated Marjory Very. Bruce 
Humphries, $1.00. 

Twenty-nine verses which add nothing 
value the poetry for children which al- 
ready available. Not recommended. 

The Pencil Box Family. Isabel Proudfit. 
Illustrated Caroline Matson. David 
McKay, $0.50. 

this short book, the illustrator has 
dressed the articles found pencil box 
clothing and the author has tried give 
them personalities. The story uninteresting 
and pointless. Not recommended. 


Silly Billy. Sally Scott. Illustrated 
Priscilla Pointer and Marjory Hartwell. 
Harcourt, Brace and Co. 
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Silly Billy, kitten who did not enjoy 
hunting fighting the rest his family 
did, wanted just one thing, someone pet 
and love and cuddle him. First grade children 
well those kindergarten age will enjoy 
hearing how got his wish. the end 
the first grade and the beginning the second, 
they will enjoy reading for 

Illustrated Lester Kohs. Doubleday, 

$2.00. 

Kerry Owen, newest secretary for engi- 
neering firm engaged government war 
contract involving air field, sooner takes 
over than she finds herself enmeshed clues. 
Suspicion falls members the office staff 
well upon her own predecessor. The 
boss’ son fine looking, crutch-supported 
ex-service man. The clues are many and 
ragged, not clearly building solution. 
Though the confusion for the reader may 
reflection this confusion clues for “our 
heroine,” such doubling design not 
definite enough make for good story-telling. 
The book’s only merit lies its ability 
rouse interest the office-mystery. For teen- 
agers. 


Harvest the Hudson. Erick Berry. 
Illustrated the author. Macmillan, 
$2.00. 

Sebastian and Debora Yates, orphaned, are 
too young carry the patroonship the 
Hudson River. The rivalry new overseer, 
followed hazardous voyage the Carib- 
bean, takes care the boy, while Debora stays 
behind companion with the daughter the 
Van Dieman household... and incidentally 
unearth certain tricky deals the overseer. 
Erick Berry and her husband seem truly 
interested the settlement the Hudson 
River Valley (17th century)... see Young 
Crop rotation, piracy, and semi-feudal 
living arrangements are, intricately and well- 
woven into the pattern this story. For 
ages years and on. 


The Mitchells. Hilda Van Stockum. 
trated the author. Viking Press, $2.50. 
family story, indicated the title, 
this book tells contemporary American 
family group: how the five (V) children 


organize for Victory club, how, 
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impossible fashion, they really contribute 
the family’s well-being. When, the midst 
fairy tale pretending, princess-like neigh- 
bor turns out little refugee whose 
grandfather their own only then 
docs the plot grow mite too perfect. Mean- 
while this family seven acquires con- 
glomerate pets—parrot, goldfish, squirrel, 
rabbit, and kitten, topped the gift dog 
when the children’s father returns sick- 
leave. This convincing story, very Ameri- 
can and very well-written. For ages years 


Golden Katherine Tyler Wessels. 
Illustrated Gertrude Elliott. Simon 
Shuster, Cloth $1.50. Board, $2.00. 
This delightfully pictured volume 

the older songs and singing games for chil- 

dren. The words and the tunes are most 
cases traditional. Directions are given with 
each singing game. Selections are highly 
varied, including ““Away Manger” and 

“The Man” one extreme, and 

kee Doodle” and Burning” the 

other. 


American Emperor, Rose Brown. Viking 

Press, $2.50. 

Our good neighbor policy will estab- 
lished much sounder basis and greatly 
strengthened know more about the his- 
tory and background these This 
biography Dom Pedro II, last emperor 
Brazil, excellent beginning, giving 
does thrilling account Brazil’s fight for 
freedom, Dom Pedro’s heroic struggle free 
the slaves, which ultimately led the build- 
ing the great republic. The author force- 
fully points out many the similarities 
the two Americas, making this excellent 
addition our lists books Democracy. 
Recommended for high school readers. 


Famous Americans” Series: 
John Quincy Adams: Boy Patriot, Ann 
Weil, illustrated Paul Laune; Robert Ful- 
ton: Boy Craftsman, Marguerite Henry, 
illustrated Lawrence Dresser; and Julia 
Ward Howe: Girl Old New York, Jean 
Brown Wagoner, illustrated Clotilde 
Funk. 


This series fictionized biographies in- 
cludes the childhood stories such people 
Washington, Lincoln, Franklin, Jackson, 
Dolly Madison, and others, twenty-four all. 


The stories are simply written accounts 
combining fictional incidents their lives 
with the factual happenings which made them 
famous. These stories should useful 
stimulating interest American History 
and Biography. They might also used 
“stepping-stone” books for. the poor reader. 
All are illustrated with silhouettes. Interest- 
ing and attractive but not significant. 


The Circus: pull-out panorama book. 


Distelhorst. Wilcox Follett, $1.00. 

There isn’t much said for this book 
book except that when opened 
there stands the circus long line, and, 
far can see, nothing missing. lot 
time can spent looking for the familiar 


From The Circus (Wilcox Follett) 
things, and children will enjoy that part it. 
The little rhymes under the pictures are 
pretty bad. The colors the book seem 
garish. isn’t worth dollar me. Nor 
fifty cents. Just one those books. 


Julia Ward Howe: Girl Old New York. 
Jean Brown Wagoner. Illustrated 
Clotilde Embree Funk. Bobbs-Merrill, 
$1.50. 

Little girls will probably enjoy this story 
life Julia Ward Howe, who was the daugh- 
ter very wealthy parents. simple ac- 
count her childhood and incidents which 
led her writing the Battle Hymn the 
Republic. Attractive format. For 3rd and 
4th grades. 


7 


John Quincy Adams: Boy Ann 
Weil. Illustrated Paul Laune. Bobbs- 
Merrill, $1.50. 

The 21st book the Bobbs-Merrill 
“Childhood Famous Americans” series. At- 
tractive, simply written account the life 
John Quincy Adams. Suitable for 3rd and 
4th grades. 


Robert Fulton: Boy Marguerite 
Henry. Illustrated Lawrence Dresser. 
$1.50. 

Fictionized biography Robert Fulton 
which combines the everyday happenings 
his childhood: marbles, fireworks, fishing, 
drawing, etc., with the actual incidents which 
led the building the Clermont. Suitable 


The Year without Summer; Story 1816. 
Ethel Parton. With illustrations 
Margaret Platt. Viking, $2.00. 

Although 1816 brought trouble the 
New England village—floods, snow sum- 
mer, and threat their security when 
English girl claimed the land, also brought 
Parnella the beginning new happiness. 
Her family realized that she was well enough 
skating and sliding. Jerry the Rhymer 
was jolly person Know, and the English 
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became very dear friend. took 

giant turtle solve the mystery the title 

the land. Grades 5-7. 

The Forgetful Jean Greene. 
Pictures Tibor Gergley. David McKay, 
$1.00. 


Little Max the elephant belongs fam- 
ily circus elephants. circus elephant 
must remember what taught. Little Max 
never could. One day something happened 
make him remember. looking 
book, nice type, pictures good. Doesn’t seem 
unusual especially interesting. Yet, seven 
year old children like it. 

Eeny Meeny Miney and Still Mo. Sam 

Campbell. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.00. 

Captain Duke was guest the Camp- 
bells when five baby red squirrels were 
brought their camp the North Woods. 
The Captain named them and helped care for 
them. Later when active duty begged 
for news the “squints.” Captain Duke, 
wounded, and returned the States, again 
visited the Campbells. The and 
other animals helped restore his former 
exuberance and peace mind. Good story 
animals and humans, which children will like. 
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